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Lukin from his boyhood, and have seen
the way be has advanced. By his own
energies, and by the good grasp that he
always obtained of everything he under-
took, he raised himself to the position he
held at the time of his death. The death
of a man like Mr. Lukin is a loss to the
State. He was one who took a liberal
view of all matters that had for their
object the advancement of Western Aus-
tralia. Speaking as President, in my
communications with him as a member I
always found him most ready to endeavour
to obtain advice as to the rules of the
House, when he first entered as a new
member, and I have noticed the way in
which he carried out whatever was
intrusted to him. He was a credit to
this House, and we can ill afford to lose
men of his character.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at seven minutes
to 5 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

lkegiziatibe 'A slbg
Wednesday, 25th September, 1901.
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PRAYERS.

I QUESTION-FOOD SUPPLY SELECT
COMMITTEE, WITNESSES' EXPEN-
SES OUTSIDE TEE STATE.

Mn. F. C. MONG ER asked the Pre-
mier: ', Whether the Government are

I aware that witnesses are being invited
from the other States and New Zealand,
to give evidence before the select com-
mnittee appointed to inquire into the food
Supply ? 2, Whether the committee have
power to call such witnesses? 3, What
amount of money will this committee be
permitted to expend ?

THE PREMVIER replied : 1, Yeg. 2,
Committee cannot compel the attendance
of persons outside the State. 3, " Reason-
able payment," as provided under Stand-
ing Order 859.

QUESTION-RAILWAY TRAINS, COOL-
GARDIE-KALGOORLIE LINE.

Mn. A. E. THOMAS asked the Com-
missioner of Railways: m, Whether
the Department are aware that trains
frequently take from 70 to 80 minutes
between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie. 2,
Whether in view of the fact that the line
between the two towns is now duplicated,
the journey could not be completed in 40
minlutes. 3, Whether the Department
will introduce a better service ait an early
dateF

THE PREMIER (for the Comnmissioner
of Railways) replied: z, Yes; mixed
trains are allowed 75 minutes to run
between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, and
stop at three intermediate stations; stop-
ping passenger trains are allowed 63
minutes; and express trains 55 minntes.
2, No; the maximum speed is already
maintained. 3, The Department is not
aware that a better service is required,
nor hasl one been asked for.

QUESTION-PLEURO (ALLEGED) IN
THE NORTH-WEST.

Ma. G. TAYLOR asked the Premier:
i, Whether his attention has been
drawn to an article appearing in the last
issue of the Sunday Times, asserting the
prevalence of pleuro, on stations in the
North-West. z, Whether the Govern-
ment is aware that pleuro exists there.
as alleged in the article in question.

ThE PREMIER replied: m, No. 2,
No. The Inspector of Stock, at Wynd-
hiam wote that ho had investigated a
report of the existence of pleuro at three
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stations, without finding any trace of the
disease.

QIJ ESTION-ASIATICS, IMPORTATION.

MR. H. DAGLISH asked the Colonial
Secretary: x, What number of Asiatics
has been imported into this State since
1894 under the Imported Labour Registry
Act P z, How many of these have been
returned as provided by the Act? 3, What
is the number of agreements and renewals
now in force under the Act r 4, In how
many cases have the penalties for non-
fulfilment of the provisions of the Act
been enforcedP

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: 1, 567. 2, 32. 3, 109. 4, In-
formation being obtained, will be replied
to later on.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PREMIXR: r, Papers (moved
for by Hon. P. H. Piesse), Rolling-stock
ordered from 1896 to date. z, Papers
(moved for by Ron. F. Hf. Piesse),
Application for rent of siding to Messrs.
F. and C. Piesse. 3, Papers (moved for
by Hon. F. H. Piesse). Lease of-Katan-
ning railway sheds to Messrs. F. and C.
Fiesse. 4, Papers (moved for by Hon.
P. H. Piesse), Sale of Rails to and
Supply of Water by W.A. Goldields
Firewood Company. 5(moved for by
Mr. P. Stone), Finances of Agricultural
Bank. 6, Papers (moved for by Mr.
0. Harper), Transfer of old Custom
House, Fremantle, to Trades and Labour
Council.

Ordered to lie on the table.

PAPERS-RAILWAY FATALITY, LION
MILL STATION-MASTER.

MR. C. H. RASON (Guildford)
moved:-

That all papers connected with the fatal
accident to the late Mr. Hond, formerly
Station-master at Lion Mill, be laid upon the
table of the House.

The motive he bad in asking for these
papers was to ascertain exactly what were
the circumstances which led to the
fatality. If lie was correctly informed,
the man who was formerly station-master
at Lion Mill was at thie time of the
accident working without the assistance

of a night officer, who was laid up sick
and unfit for work. The deceased had
applied for relief, but it had not been
granted. Thus it came about that at the
time of the occurrence the deceased had
been on duty for 28 hours. He was then
called on to do some shunting work, there
being no one at the station competent to
perform that duty. The guard in charge
of the train, who was stated not to be a
certificated guard, gave the signal to
start the train, and hence the unfortunate
loan met his death. For the sake of the
Government he hoped his information
was incorrect; but on the information
given him he had no hesitation in saying
that whoever was responsible, was as re-
sponsible for the man's death as if be
had murdered hun. There was, however,
worse to follow-again with the proviso,
if he was correctly informed. The man
left a wife and four young children
almost unprovided for. The woman,
anxious to know what was to happen to
her children and herself, called on some
Government official in Perth, to find out
if anything could be done for them.
The answer given her was, not to trouble
just then, but to apply later, when some
office-cleaning might be found for her. It
remained for a private employer, not con-
nected with the Government, to afford re-
fuge to tbe unfortunate woman, in the
shape of a house to live in. The only con-
sideration shown her by the Government
took, the form of permission to remain for
a short while longer in the house occupied
by her late husband. The furniture of the
incoming tenant was waiting to go into
the house almost before the unfortunate
woman's husband was in the grave. The
circumstances appeared to show plainly
that employees of the Government received
very little consideration. The member
for the district, to whom lie had explained
his action, would no doubt, if circum-
stances warranted it, take farther steps,
in which one would be pleased to give
assistance.

THE PREMIER (Ron. G. teake):
The facts narrated by the hon. member
(Mr. Rason) not being before the Gokv.
erment, he was not in a position to say
anything more than that the hon. mem-
ber's statements would be noted, and
that the papers would certainly be laid
on the table of the House.

Question put and passed.
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PAPER (PLAN) - MIDLAND RAILWAY
GUARANTEE, LAND SECURITY.

Onl motion by DR. O'CONNOR, ordered:
i, That there be laid upon the table of the
House a plan showing the situation of
the 2,400,000 acres of land selected by
the Government under 56 Viet., 19, upon
which the Government are entitled to a
first charge as security for its guarantee
for the payment of principal and interest
of £2500,000, four per cent, debentures
mentioned in aforesaid Act; also portions
of the said land sold (a) with and (b)
without the consent of the Government
first had and obtained. z, That if any
portion or portions of the land referred
to have been sold, the situation of such be
shown in the plan asked for, and that
which has and which has not been sold
with the consent of the Government first
had and obtained.

RETURN-MIDLAND RAILWAY,
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.

On motion by DR. O'CONNOR, ordered:
That there be laid upon the table of the
House a return, showing receipts and
expenditure of Midland Railway Com-
pany from 30th June, 1900, to 30th June,
1901, is prescribed by Clause 82 of
Midland Railway Contracut, 1886.

RETURN-MI)LAND RAILWAY, LANDS
SOLD AND RENTAL.

On motion by DR. O'CONOR, ordered:
That there be laid upon the table of the
House a return, showing all moneys
received by Midland Railway Company
for sale and rent of any portion or por-
tions of the 2,400,000 acres mentioned in
Midland Railwaty Agreemenit, 1893,' also
the amount of money retained by the
Company from such sale and rent.

RETURN-RAILWAY ACCIDENTS, KA-L-
GOORLIE TO BOULDER.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie)
moved-

That a return be laid on the table of the
House, showing number of accidents that have
occurred on the KAlgoorlie and Boulder Rail-
way line; also all papers in connection with
such accidents.

The object of this motion was simply to
gain information as to the number of
accidents which bad occurred on the
Xalgoorlie-Boulder line, and the sur-

rounding circumstances, with a view to
minimnising these fatalities.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): It
was not his intention to oppose the
motion, beyond saying that occasionally
papers moved for were very voluminous.
He had that evening a little parcel of
papers which it required two clerks to
bring down to the House, to be laid on
the table. He hoped that hon. members,
before tabling these motions, would ascer-
tain for themselves whether the papers
they were moving for were very volu-
minous.

MR. HOPKiNs: That was just what we
wanted to get at.

THE PREMIER: There should be a
provision that the mover always read the
Papers

MRt. HOPKINS: Most of the accidents
referred to had been fatal.

THE PREMIER: The papers were
sometimes fatal.

ME. JOHN SON (in reply): No papers
had ever been moved for by him without
an intention on his part to read them. If
these papers were laid on the table of the
House, he would read them.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-GUANO EXPORT, TO REMOVE
RESTRICTION, ETC.

MR. 0. H. RASON (Guildford) moved:
That, in the opinion of this Homse, it is

unnecessary that the restriction on the expor-
tation of guano from this State should be
farther enforced, and that the Government
be autborised to renew any existing lease or
leases.
He said: I wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that I do not desire this motion to
be construed ais in any way disrespectful
to legisla tors in aniothier place. My
desire is N obviate if possible an injustice
to individuals, and at loss to the State,
which will necessarily be consequent on a
resolution passed in another place, if that
resolution be persisted in. The motion
was carried in a very thin House, and
apparently without a very great amount
of consideration. The circumstances
which lead Inc to move in the matter
are briefly as follow. The Geraldton
Chamber of Commerce first took action,
and on the 15th July of this year that
body addressed, I think, every member
of the House, in the following terms:

Dear Sir,-In consequence of at resolution
passed by the Legislative Council and agreed
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to by the Legislative Assembly of this State
in January, 1897, as follows-

"That in the interests of land settlement
and agriculture generally, this Council
is of opinion that no further leases or
concessions be granted to any company
or individual with the idea of exporting
guiano, from amy island within the juris-
diction of the colony, without the consent
of Parliament":

The neighbouring guano industry carried
on at the Abrollios Islands is threatened with
extinction, unless Parliament can be prevailed
upon to giant an extension of the lease at
present held by Messrs. Broadhurst, MacNeil,
& Co. (F. C. Broadhurst).

This Chamber at a general meeting held on
the 11th inst.. passed a resolution to the
effect-

"'That if this export of guano were pro-
hibited, this district would suafer greatly
thereby, by losing the large amount expended
annually in the carrying on of the business."

The Chamber would point out that a number
of men now receive regular employment,
and stores and other goods to a considerable
value are purchased locally; also that as the
industry relies almost solely upon its export
trade, if this were discontinued the small
quantity possible to be disposed of in this
State could not warrant the firm continuing
operations, especially when so large a plant is
required no matter how small the trade.
The industry would therefore have to close
down, and in consequence of this the local
demand for guano could not be supplied. The
State would therefore suiffer by prohibiting
the export of guano, which alone ensures the
local demand being satisfied.

This Chamber also decided that the three
members for the Central Province in the
Council, and the members for Geraldton, Mur-
chison, South Murchison, Magnet, Greenough,
Irwin, and Nannine respectively in the
Assembly, be asked to interest themselves in
the question with a view to united action being
taken; also that the co-operation of the Perth
and Fremantle Chambers of Commerce be
solicited.

I beg to give you herewith a few particulars
which will no doubt be of use and interest to
you:-Messra. C. E. and F. C. Broadhnurst have
worked these guano deposits since 1883, and
have paid ovr 20WT i royatie sice theinception of t:he in U. The rit of dscovring ad taking up the deposit. rests with

Br froadhurst, se.
The present lease expires 3st December,

1904.
There is no coloured labour, employed.
Regular employment is given to about 40

men-
Cost of maintenance for the pust two years

is as fellows:--

Commissions ... ... ... 75300
Freights and railages, ... 7,986 0 0
Bags, goods. stomes, rations,

ae. ... ... ... 2,402 0 0
Insurance ... ... ... 56 0 0

Meat (rations)
Sundry expenses
Royalty ..
Telegrams ..
Wages ..

X a. d.
1"4 0 0

.. 144 0 0
.. 1,360 0 6
.. 62 18 0

.. 3,7%4 0 0
At the instance of the Government Messrs.

Br-oadhuirst, MaeNeil & Co. last year exhibited
samples of guano, deposits at the Paris Exhibi-
tion, and they were successful in securing one
of the four gold medals allotted to the State.
This would point to the fact that the Govern-
ment, having wished as it were to advertise
this product in the world's market, were
naturally in favour of the continuation of the
export of guano.

Should you desire any farther information,
I will be pleased to forward it to you on
receipt of your intimation.

In conclusion, my Chamber will be glad if
you will give the matter your earnest con-
sideration.
The Chamber of Commerce at Geraldton
communicated with the Chamber of Com-
merce at Fremantle, and the latter body
indorsed the reconmmendation of the
Geraldton Chamber. The Fremntle
Chamber said:

That this Chamber having fully discussed
the resolution passed by the Houses of Parlia-
ment in January, 1897, with reference to the
export of guanio-naxmely, "That in the
interests of land settlement and agriculture
generally this council is of opinion that no
farther leases or concessions be granted to any
company or individual with the idea of export-
ing guano from any inland within the juris-
diction of the colony without the consent of
Parliament"-isof opinion that such resolution
is a direct hindrance to trade and detrimental
to the best interests of the commerce of the
State, and urges Parliament to rescind the
resolution.

Therefore we have two of the leading
Chambers of Commerce in the State
practically and unanimously expressing
an opinion that this resolution passed by
the Legislative Council is adverse to the
bnest interests of the State. Then from
an agricultural standpoint the Geraldton
Agricultural Society have written to the
present Minister for Lands, to the fol-
lowing effect:

I am instructed by the committee of the
Geraldton Agricultural Society to inform you
that at the last committee meeting of that
society, a resolution was passed to the effect
that it would be detrimental to the agricul-
tural interests of this district and the interests
of the town if the leases of the Abrolhos Islands
were not renewed after the expiration of the
present lease, under conditions which allow
the exportation of guano.
I have no desire that this House should
move in any way mn the interest of one
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particular industry or of one firm; but
unfortunately the facts we have to face
are. that the guano industry is practically
in the bands of one firm who are lessees
of the Abrolhos Islands. We find that
these are not the only, islands off our
coast on which guano deposits are 'known
to exist, but the principal amount of
export trade is done from the Abrolbos
Islands. The deposit on those islands
was discovered by the father of the
present lessee, Mr. Broadhurst, senior,
and it does seem strange that whereas
the discoverer of a deposit of any other
nature, a deposit of gold for instance is
allowed to work that on payment of his
lease rent and often gets a reward for
his discovery, yet in the event of a
discovery of guano, the State demands
from the discoverer a heavy royalty,
which has been paid without demur in
the past; and the State seeks now to
prevent the discoverer or those who
succeed him in continuing the trade
which they have built up by their own
industry, and which they have been
directly encouraged by the State to build-
up. Something like £210,000 has been
expended in plant necessary for the
exportation of guano, and the firm have
been directly encouraged to export,'
because at the invitation of the State
they have exhibited samples of guano
at the recent Exhibitions in Paris and
Glasgow; and having been asked by the
State to exhibit at those great centres, I
should like to know what the motive of
the authorities was in asking them to
do this unless it was to increase the
export trade. Farther, under the terms
of thle lease itself, amongst other things
that are compulsory on the lesslee, clause
2 provides:

The licensee shall ship or export fromn the
said ]Islands not less than 1,500 tons of guano
in each year. during the continuance of this
agreement.
Thus the very terms of the lease provide
that the lessee shall export I,50'0 tons of
guano every year. The local consumption
has never exceeded .500 tons a year;
therefore you compel the lessee to find a
market for the other 1,000 tons, and you
force him to ship that quantity; and the
lessee having found a market far this
manure, it is surely now an injustice for
the State to step in and say, " Now that
you have got a market you shall not ship

manure." I believe the motive that was
in the mind of 'the persons who moved
the resolution in the Legislative Council
was that the present practice of exporting
guano ties up the agricultural industry
so that in the remote future possibly the
settlers in this State might require this
manure for their land. That is a. danger-
ous argument to apply, because if we
apply it to guano, why not prohibit the
export of timber, for instance, because in
the remote future we may possibly
require in this State all the timber we
are now exporting?' Why not prohibit
the export of gold also, because without
thinking of future requirements at all,
goodness knows we require the gold badly
enough at present. Uf we look at this
question mnerely from the farmuer's. stand-
point in regard to his requirements and
interests, then I subniit that nothing
could be more adverse to the interests of
farmers in this State than to prohibit
the export of guano from those Islands,
or to leave the present lessee under the
fear that a renewal of thle lease will not
be granted. It is only by the lessee being
able to export in somiewhat large quan-
tities that the firm now working the
deposit are able to supply the local
mnarket with what farmers require and to
do it at present price, which is now some-
what less than the price of imported
artificial manures; and if the export of
this manure were prohibited, the price
would rise to a point much greater than
that now charged for imported manures.
That the imported manures are not
more largely availed of while this guano
lease continues, and while tile lessee is
allowed to export, shows that the local
requiremnents are amply provided for in
the lease, because the local requirements
are a first claim onl the local deposit.
Clause 7 provides.

The licensee will supply local purchasers of
guano f.o.b. at the islands, at a price not
exceeding one pound ten shillings per ton,
exclusively of any royalty payable thereon,
and will afterwards be prepared to fill any
local vessels requiring a cargo.

Whilst this lease continues, the local
requirements have the first claimni; and if
the farmers like to combine they can send
one, or any number of vessels to the
Islands, anda the lesssee is bound to load
the vessels with manure at 30s. per ton.
The lessee is bound to supply local

to R&nzove Restrietim .[ASSEMBLY.]
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requirements. I am told, and I have no
reason to doubt it, that this manure can
be delivered at York on trucks at £8 12s.
6d. per ton. In spite of the lowness of
price, and that there is no difficulty in
obtaining manure., the fact remains that
hitherto this source of supply has been
very little availed of. Farmers are aware
of the fact that this particular guano
does not suit every kind of soil.

MR. JACO BY:' What does?
Mn. RASON: It is very little availed

of even at the present low price, and I
want to emphasise the fact that if export
be prohibited the price -will naturally
advance, and then the local consumption
will he still less. Over and aove that
I wish to draw attention to the fact that,
if the farming community of the State
really wish to have this supply available
to them for some years to come, the
greatest safegua-rd they have is to renew
the lease, or to allow the lessee to under-
stand that the lease will he renewed;
because the present lease has three years
to run. There is nothing in the four
corners of the lease to prevent the lessee,
if he so wish, within the next three years
removing every ounce of guano there is
on the Islands. It only means labour
and vessels to do that:- it can be done,

MR. JAconY : They could not sell it.
Mn. RASON: They could store it. I

do not insinuate that the lessee will adopt
that course, but it is open to him to do
it. Bie could remove every bit of guano
within the term of the lease; but the
lessee wishes to continue in its normal
condition the trade which he has been
encouraged by the State to develop. If a
renewal of the lease be granted for 13
years, or for whatever term the lease
may be granted, the local farmers will
have the first claim on whatever guano is
there. Common justice demands that
the lessee should be treated in a fair
manner. I should like to point out that
the lessee has paid over £20,000 in
royalty, which has been a source of con-
siderahle revenue to the State. The State
has never had anyv trouble in the collection
of theroyalty. A s a matter of fact, when
a vessel coines to load, it is only a question
of the burthen of the vessel. if the vessel
is one of a thousand tons, the lessee has
to pay a cheque for £500 before the
vessel can load one ounce of guano. White
labour is employed, and the labourers are

satisfied with their treatment: the same
labourers return year after year to the
work. The State has no trouble in con-
nection with the industry. There is no
resident magistrate, no police court is
proided nothing of the kind is required
-absolutely there is no trouble to the
State; yet the State receives a consider-
able amount of revenue in royalties; and
the requirements of the local farmer are
promptly supplied, and will be supplied
if a, continuance of the lease be granted.
I commend the motion to the good judg-
meat of the House, feeling that members
will do justice to the deserving lessee.

Ma. F. WALLACE (Mt. Magnet): In
seconding the motion, T do so because
I realise there is no necessity for the pro-
hibition which was passed by Parliament
in 1897. We have it, clearly pointed out
by satistics supplied by the firm of
Messrs. Broadhurst, that the local con-
snumption is about six times loss than the
quantity exported; and in talking that
over with one hon. gentleman, who is not
present this afternoon, he remarked to
me that the guano in the state in which
it is taken f rom the islands is not suitable
to most of the soils in this State.

MR. JACOBY: He does not know any-
thing about it.

MR. WALJLA CE. Consequently, that
is the reason why there is not so great a
local demand, and I contend that if we
prohibit the export of guano we shall he
doing what the member for Guildford
said, increasing the price of the guano;
and for this reason. It has been pointed
out to me by a gentleman largely inte-
rested in agriculture in the State that
guano is sent abroad, to Germany aud
other places, and after undergoing a
certain process there for the extraction of
a. certain part of the material, which is
not suitable for our soil, the ma~nure is
returned and used for agricultural pur-
poses here. If we restrict the exportation
we must, necessarily, cause the price for
the local consumption to increase. In
introducing the motion, the member for
Guild ford pointed out that Messrs.
Broadhurst were the discoverers or ex-
ploiters of the Abrolbos Islands, and that
they have, uder their lease, continuously
worked the Islands, and have been ever
ready to aid the Government of the State
in advertising our various products, of
which this is one. The lessees have gone

Guano Bzporl
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to a lot of trouble in forwarding samples
to exhibitions at home, lately in France
and Glasgow, to demonstrate to the
people of those countries that we have a
manure deposit here suitable to the soil
of their countries; and it has been
proved, by the large demands oii this
particular manure from Germany, to be
serviceable.' During the 15 years that I
was in the Northern portion of the State,
I have known this firm to be large
exporters nf this particular manure. They
have been a benefit to the State, not only
in consequence of the royalty which they
have paid, but they have offered, and
have placed, a certain quantity of this
manure, delivered free at Geraldton, for
distribution among the farmers of that
district. I do not believe there are five
persons in that district who applied for
any of that manure: they would not
avail themselves of the offer, notwith-
standing that the lessees gave, free of all
costs, a quantity of manure delivered at
Geraldton for trial purposes. Certain
persons in the State have awakened to
the fact that we should not let the
industry be worked out, as it is valuable
to the settlers here. But is that borne
out by the demands made on the manure?
Certainly not. Statistics show that if the
lessees had to depend on the local con-
sumption it would mean the employment
of about six men for three months in the
year to supply the whole of the local
consumption. The lessees have employed
nothing but white labour; they have
spent their money in carrying (in the
industry; they" have given employment
to certain men, and the return of these
men season after season-some to my
own knowledge for the past 15 years
-shows that the men are well paid and
well treated. Messrs. Broadhurst have
not given the State the same trouble as
the other industry on the North-West
coast of this country. I refer to the
pearlers, who employ principally coloured
labour. The fact of the Government
inducing Messrs. B3roadhurst to exhibit
manure at various exhibitions would lead
one to suppose that the Government
recognise that this is a valuable asset
and desire it to he known to the whole
world. Yet shortly after the lessees have
exhibited at the Glasgow Exhibition, they
find that their tenure is imperilled :
Whilst members agree that the firm

should have a renewal of their lease, they
say, ' For the present we will not take it
in hand: there is plenty of time during
the next two or three years in a matter of
this sort." The firm must exploit the
foreign markets years beforehand in
order that they 'nay work the deposits to
supplythe various orders, for this industry

ICannot be worked all the year round.
There are only certain seasons of the year
when men cani work at this industry, and

Ithat is the reason why Messrs. Broad-
hurst desire to know their position. The
local demand is not sufficient to induce
the Government to take this industry in
hand. The resolution which was passed
in 1897 was with the intention of the
State working the industry; that it
should be reserved for the benefit of the
State. Is the House going to recommend
the Government, (ir any future Govern.
went, to work an industry of this sort?

MR. JACOBY: Why not?
MR. WALLAOE: One reason why I

shoold say not, is that the present price
of 30s. per ton could not be maintained if
the State took the industry in hand. The
Government would have to equip a plant
to work the deposit. There is only a
certain season of the year during which
the work can be carried ou; consequently,
as is shown from the figures, the margin
of profit from the 30a. per ton is not
sufficient.

MR. JACOBY: In shiploads, you know.
Mu. WALLACE :Yes, in shiploads;

but what are the ships ? Little schooners
which trade from Geraldton.

MuR. JACOBY : Would farmers take a
shipload ?

Ma. WALLACE : If the State bad
the industry someone. would get 20 tons
of manure, and half-a-dozen other people
who might want guano would get none
at all. It is not possible to work these
deposits more than a few months in the
year. A statement has been put forward
by the member for Beverley (Mr. Harper)
that the guano does niot suit our soil, and
that has been borne out by the fact that
it is necessry to send this manure to
Germany to be treated, so that some of
its parts may be extracted; then the
manure is returned to this State to be
used by us.

MR. JACOBY: It is treated here to-day.
MR. WALLACE: I was waiting for

that remark. It has been said thatthere
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is & firm now ready to establish in this
State a plant to treat this deposit so as
to make it suitable to the soil of this
country. Without any desire to dis-
credit the interjection of thle membher for
the Swan (M r. Jacoby), I wish to point out
that we hear very often in this House of
somebody ready to take up something;
but we have nothing definite before us
now, and it is necessary either to support
the resolution passed in 1897, or, as I
hope the House will do, to rescind it.. It
is necessary to take some action now:- we
cannot leave the matter till the last
moment, and then take action and expect
these people who have been carrying out
the terms of their agreement in a manner
most satisfactory to the State, to be satis-
fied. The firm have not cost the country
anything in the way of law suits or
police expenditure. The members for
Geraldtou and Greenough will bear me
out in saying that the firm have spent a.
great deal of money locally to the sub-
stantial. benefit of the State; and I say
the firm are more deserving of encourage-
ment than the people in the North, the
majority of whom we know are only
importers or employers of coloured labour.
The profits derived by the State from
these people in the North are nothing as
compared with the profits derived from
the royalties paid by the firm on the
guanloexported. The Geraldi on and Fre-
mantle Chambers of Commerce, which
may be allowed to have the interests of
the agriculturists as much at heart as
anyone, have considered the matter, and
they do not oppose the motion of the
member for Guildford (Mr. Bason).
These bodies see the unwisdomn of
the resolution passed in 1897. 1 hope
that other hon. members will follow
me in supporting the motion to rescind
the resolution of 1897. If the ques-
tion of the renewal of the lease come up
while Parliament is in session, I shal
support the renewal.

Ho-N. F. If. PIESSE (Williams): I
regret that I was not present to hear the
earlier portion of the remarks nmled by
the member for Gimildford (Mr. Bason).
However, I think I have a, fair knowlede
of the whole of the circumstances which
that hon. memuber probably will have laid
before the House. There is no desire on
my part to detract fro m. the enteprise
exhibited by the people who have hitherto

held the lease of the Abrolbos Islands.
Every credit is due to them for having
worked up an industry; but, after alt, it
is only a, business concern which they
have worked for their own advantage.
Had it not paid them, they would not
have continued ; so that, under the circuim-
stances, the question is purel one of
pounds, shillings, and pence. If it pays
these people to continue, they will con-
tinue, and no doubt make a profit. Their
desire is to have the lease renewed, or to
know the position in which they stand.
Three yeas-s remain to the present lessees
in which to continue their industry, and
that is sufficient time to allow of their
concluding existing contracts, and dis-
posing of their plant, if nevessary. In
moy opinion, it is certainly right that the
country should give them notice that
the lease will not be renewed. Remarks
have been made as to the small quantity
of guano used in this State by the farmers
tip to the present. ]Farming, although of
course carried onl here for very many
years, has onlv recently been pursued on
a very large scale. The great agricultural
development of the country proves that
we have a very valutable asset in our
lands, and that farming will eventually
become one of the wost important of
our industries. Guano has been tried in
various localities; and in some instances,
according to the soil on which it has
been used, it has been found most
beneficial. Only recently I have had
an opportunity of judging of the use-
fulness of guano as compared with the
phosphates now so much employed. I can
see no difference whatever between the
results obtained from the two manures:
both appear to possess the same proper-
ties, and th 'e growth resulting from them
appeairs to be equal. It has been said
that guano does not suit certain soils.
Admittedly it does not; but if it pay
these people to export guano to the
continent of Europe for chemical treat.
inent, then certainly it should pay us to
encourage this treatment within our own
borders. I am satisfied that within a very
short time the local treatment would
prove very satisfactory, if only it be taken
uip systematically; and no doubt it will be
so takeni up as soon as the people who are
ready to put their inoney into the business
know that they are able to obtain guano
from the Abrolbos Islands without the

Guano Export:
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present restrictions. These restrictions
removed, there will be no difficulty in the
way of the establishment of chemical
works in this country.

Ma. WALLACE: What restnictions?
HON. F. H. PIESSE: It appears that

an offer has been made by the present
lessees to su pply guano at 30s. per ton.,
apparently a low price. The offer was to
supply manure. in shiploads to be taken
from the islands to the coast by the
people who required it. But there is this
feature to be considered, Any people
establishing chemical works in this State
would be cornpelted to buy their guano
from the present lessees, and havi.Dg
started their manure works here might
find, after erecting all their plant, which
is rather expensive, after raising capital
and putting it into the works, that the
lessees were sending this stuff away out
of the State by the shipload. As has
already been mentioned, all the guano
might be taken awny in a very short time.
If the present lessees knew that they were
going to lose the business, they might set
to and remove all the guano in three
years, as mentioned by the member for
Guildford (Mr. Rason) in speaking
just now of what may happen if
the lease be not renewed. When we
come to look at the matter, we see that
guano is a manure which, under proper
treatment, will be of very groat service to
the State; and everything therefore
should be done to encourage its use here.
Hon. members probably have no idea of
the quantity of manure which has been
used in this country during the present
year. To take a district of which I know
-something, my own,. I find that during
the past year the quantity of phosphates
which has gone into the soil of that
district amounts. to something like 600
tons. Last year only about 40 tons were
sent to the district. Two or three years
ago the use of phosphates was hardly
known: the matter was then only in th~e
experimental stage. Now, however, we
are also using guano. Guano has been
freely employed in many places, and has
proved most suitable. If it will pay to
export guano for treatment, ihen it
should pay to treat guano here and use it
fur the benefit of our own country.
Nature seems to have deposited this
valuable fertiliser at our very doors, and
our business men-I give the in all credit

for their enterprise-- -have taken it from
our coast and sent it to enrich the gardens
and fields of other -countries. If these
deposits were at the doors of another
State-say at State in Eastern Australia-
they would certainly be made use of and
most jealously guarded. Under the cir-
cumstances it is certainly desirable to
loot into the matter before we grant a
renewal of their lease to the present
holders. Of course these people have no
rights beyond those granted by their
lease, which expires at the end of three
years. They state that they have

*expended something like £10,000 in
*plant, which is now distributed over the
islands in the shape of tramways, trucks,
and other con veniences for dealing with
the export of this guano. Of course,

*they have no right to any compensation;
but still they have develope an industry,
and it is probable that if we are to treat

Ithem justly they should receive some con-
sideration. It is a question for the Rouse,
then, what consideration shall be given
them for the plant on the islands.
I do not suggest that anything should
be doue in that direction, but the matter
might be considered. At the same time,

*I am Strongly opposed to any renewal of
the lease. There is a prospect of this
guano industry becominga&very im portant

Iouc here. I have it on good authority that
Ithere are peopleready to cowmeand establish
manure works here. If we had the

*control of the islands, free from the
present lessees, probably we should be
able to enter into sonie arrangement with

*the people who are ready to lint their
moneyV into the industry; aud thus benefit
would accrue to the State.

Tws MINISTERt PO. MINESs- Have. not
the men you speak of gone away?

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: Others are
coming. Plenty of attention is being
drawn to this matter. It is most import-
ant that these phosphates should be
used here. The results from them have
been marvellous. Country which I, as a
practical agricultu rist, looked on ab few
years ago as almost useless, has proved
most productive under the application of
these manures. Ordinary phosphates
are made from slag and other ironwork
refuse, and are treated by the addition of
sulphuric acid and other chemicals to
convert them into such manures as are
imported here to-day. We have in this
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very guano which we are exporting from
our own country, the natural properties
which make the phosphate manures so
valuable. We are sending away our
guano to the Continent of Europe and
other places, whilst all we need to do is
to add to that manure certain chemical
Constituents, which wxe at present added
to it by the people who buy it in Belgium,
Germany, and other places. If the cir-
cumstances were generally known, there
is no doubt that numbers of people would
come here to set up works of the character
I have mentioned. Shiploads of these
phosphates will be coming into the
country in the course of a year or two.
During this year two ships wholly laden
with phosphates came f rom Great Britain
to the port of Fremantle: one was a
vessel of nearly 1,600 tons. Since we
can get the manure near our own shores,
we should by all means encourage its
production; or at least we should con-
serve that which is already a basis for a
valuable manure, and we should encourage
its treatment in our own State. Therefore
I think it would be a mistake at this junc-
ture to renew the lease.

MR. Hor~Nxs: When does it expire ?
Hfow. F. H. PIESSE:; In three years'

nine. The matter should be very care-
fully considered before any other course
is taken. I would like to point out
what is done in some other parts of the
world under similar circumstances. Take
Cape Colony. Adjoining the African
coast there are numerous islands on which
large guano deposits exist or existed.
These islands are reserved, the Govern-
ment throwing open so many of them
from year to year and allowing the guano
to be taken off; but on this Condition,
that it shall be used in Cape Colony.
They do not export it, from the islands to
Europe or elsewhere, but use it in their
own country. That is a case in point,
and shows the system we ought to adopt
here. Under the circumstances it would
certainly be a mistake, at this juncture,
to agree to a renewal of the lease; and
that is the reason why I object to a
renewal. I give every credit due to these
people for the development of the indus-
try; but after all, as I said before, they
are a business firm and should be treated
as such. No doubt they are anxious to
know their position, because that of
course is necessary in the conduct of

a business. But we. have to look at the
matter in this way. Is it for the benefit
of the State to have these manures used
in it? I say it is. If that be so, why
then should we permit the manure to be
exported hence to benefit other countries?'
I say we will use this guano, we are
using it to-day, and personally I am
doing all I can to encourage its use ; hut
the guano wil not be so beneficial to the
country as it should be, unless it is
properly treated; and the only way in
which it can be treated is to let those who
are inclined to go into the treatment as a
business, know that at the expiration of
the present lease they will be able to
obtain guano from the Islands under
certain conditions which the Governmeut
may feel inclined to impose. It is cer-
tainly a mistake to allow this large
quantity of guano to leave our own shores,
to go away-

MRt. WALLACE: How much will there
be left in three years' time ?

EoN. F. IT. PIESSE: We have already
been told that if the lease be not renewed,
or if a promise of renewal be not given,
the present lessens may remove the whole
of the guano within that period of three
years. Of course, we cannot prevent
them from doing that.

MR. Horxu~s: We will Like that risk.
How. F. H. PIESSE: They can take

it away immediately, if they bring enough
ships; and no doubt they can get enough
ships. But the question is, can they dis-
pose of such a quantity of guano ? I am
sure they cannot dispose of it. They are
not likely to attempt to remove the whole
of the deposits; though, if they do so,
they axe within their own rights, and
those rights are of course preserved to
them by the lease which already exists.
I give just a word of caution to the
House, and I tell hon. members what I
know concerning the usefulness of this
guano, and what I think should be done.

MRt. HiGHAX: What is the estimated
quantity on the A brolhos ?

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: About 70,000
tons. I may say that the other known
deposits of guano are those on the islands
in Sharks Bay, which I have known for
many years, and also On the islands
farther north, which have, I think, been
proved to be useless. But the only places
from which useful guano is taken are the
islands in Sharks Bay and the Abrolhos
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Islands; and the former islands supply
us with no more than something like 200
or 300 tons a year.

MR. HIGHAM: The best guano on the
coast is on Jones's Island, in the
Admiralty Gulf.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE : I am very glad
to hear there is more guano than I had
imagined; but the Sharks flay guano is
better than that of the Abroihos, though
it is not so plentiful; and we know, by*
the statements made by. the Abroihos
lessees, that they have 70,000 tons there.
We want to preserve that. Let us have
the development of local works ;,Jet the
manure be treated here, and used within
our own shores. I shall oppose the
motion.

MR. Rt. D. HUTCHINSON (Gerald-
ton) : All the objections raised by the
last speaker were, I think, put forward
some years ago in opposition to the
export of this manure; and I am afraid
that if the present lessees of the A broihos
Islands are not allowed to continue to
work the deposits, or if the facilities they
now have be not given to some other
person, the result will be that the few
farmers~ who are now using it in this
State will not have an opportunity of
continuing its use. It is a well-known
fact that to make this manure equal to
the imported manure a very expensive
plant would have to be erected, and a
great output would be necessary to make
that plant pay. My main reason for
supporting the motion, amongst other
reasons, is that, in the first place, all the
farmers in the Victoria district appear to
believe that the guano is of no use at all
for their land, that it is really not worth
buying. Then the agricultural society in
that district passed a motion some weeks
ago, advocating the renewal of this lease.
The chamber of commerce in that district
have also advocated that renewal, setting
forth that if the Abroihos Islands are
closed, as they will. be if the lease be not
renewed, then there will be a great
number of men thrown out of work-
men who, I understand, are at present
receiving something like X2,500 a year in
wages. If we are to lose all these
advantages, and gain nothing at all in
return, I think it would be a great
mistake for this House to permit the
Government to terminate the lease. Per-
sonally, I have no objection to every

inquiry being made into the merits of
this question, and I think that as the
lease has yet three years to run, no harm
can be done by the few months' delay
which will be involved if the House think
it necessary to wake inquiries by means
of a select commnittee, or in some other
manner. -And I think the lessees them-
selves will not object to that, so long
as they have a. sufficient time before
the expiration of their lease to make
uip their minds as to whether they shall
take advantage of the opportunity of
continuing it. At presentithey contem-
plate laying down a tramway which will
cost, I think, about Xi,000, in order to
work a Portion of the Islands not yet
opened up. And if this motion be not
carried, or if the House indicate tbat they
do not intend to renew the lease, then
the work will be knocked on the head,
and some tbousands of tons, probably,
tbat would be exported from the Islands
will simply remain in siu. From the
debate so far as it has gone, I see no
reason for opposing the motion.

MR. T. HAYWARD (Eunbury):
During the last 30 years I have used this
guano, of which I have bought and sold
some hundreds of tons; and I know from
my own experience that there are
thousands of acres in the southern portion
of the State now being cultivated which
could not possibly be cultivated if it were
not for the use of this manure. There
are also thousands of acres of second-
class land that in the near future will be
brought under cultivation, and on this
guano they will be entirely dependent.
The consumption of other manures has
for several years been steadily decreasing.
Bonedust is becoming scarcer every
year, and consequently dearer, and the
phosphates mentioned by the member for
the Williams (Hon. P. H. Piesse), are not
nearly so good, nor, taking the average
quality, nearly so lasting. And besides,
the treatment necessary to make this

gano of much greater valuie than it is,
ad equal to any manure imported, would

be very simple. It is principally a
question of providing sulphuric acid,
which, unfortunately, cannot very well be
carried on board ship. If means could
be found of making that aocid here, our
guano could be maode equal to any-
thing provided elsewhere, and at a
less cost. An hon. mexpber spoke of
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the timber industry; but between that
and the collection of guano there is
a radical difference. Notwithstnding
the denudation of timber, trees are
growing, more or less, all the time; but
guano, when once removed, can never be
replaced. Therefore, we must not let it
be removed before we use a reasonable
quantity of it for the benefit of onr
farmers. It is said the Abrolbos Islands
lease has three years to run. For my
part., I should like to see the lessees
fa~irly and liberally treated, and some
arrangement made so that a certain
quantity should be secured for the future
use of our farmners. It has been said
that the Oeraldton Agricultural Society
think this manure of very little valne.
That circumstance is easily explained.
This mnanure is not of much value except
on moist land, -where there is a good
rainfall. I believe in some cases, in hot
climates like that around Qeraldton, and
in a dry season, it would do more harm
than good. But that does not apply to
the Southern and Eastern districts, and
there is no doubt whatever that before
inany years a very much larger quantity
of guanio in proportion to the quantity of
land under cultivation will be Used,
because our farmers scarcely realise its
value, and every season will see a farther
increase of the consumption. A re-
marked by the member for the Williams,
this guano compares favourably with the
imported phosphates, and could, I am
certain, be treated here and sold at a
much less cost. I should like to see a
select committee appointed to investigate
this matter. There is plenty of time for
that during the next three years; and I
think some arrangement could be made
by which a supply could be assured to the
farmer, and by which the lessees also
could be fairly and liberally treated.

ME. J. Ii. NANSON (M~urchison) : On
concluding what I have to say, I shall
move an amendment that a select com-
mittee be appointed to inquire into the
advisableness of renewing the lease. The
motion, if cardied, commits the House to
renewing a lease which has yet three years
to run; saud it is impossible, in the course
of a short discussion, for the House to
express its opinion, feeling that it is
backed up by knowledge, on the question
of renewal of a lease which will yet
remain so long in operation.

MR. DonsuvY: Notice of termination
miust be given.

MR. J. L. NANS ON: If, as I suggest,
a select committee be appointed, this
matter will be thoroughly investigated.
We shall hear everything the lessees can
say in favour of the renewal of the lease,

an an opportunity will be given to those
opposed to the renewal to state their
case, and the grounds on which it is based.
The member for Geraldton (M r. H utchin-
son) stated that the farmers in the Vic-
toria District were in favour of the
renewal of the lease. 1 do not think he is
altogether correct in that assertion, because
in my own constituency there is au
association of farmers, on the Upper

IChapman, which a short time ago passed
a resolution strongly protesting againsat a
removal. of this restriction on the export
of guano; and it is the belief of many
people throughout the Chapman and
Northampton districts, that this guano is
admirably suited for their special pur-
poses, because that part of the country
enjoys a rainfall quite as large as, and in
so me parts larger thani, the ra~infall in the
Eastern District, and has also a consider-
able quantity of land of a, moist character,
highly suited for taking and assimilating
this particular fonm of fertiliser. It -may
be found on inquiry by the select corn-

*mittee, that instead of renewing the lease
Ito the prescnt lessee, tenders should
he invited], and that the successful ten-

*derer should be required to take all
existing plant and improvements, at a
valuation. It is indisputable that eon-.
cessions of this kind should be thrown
ojpen to the fullest competition. It is
possible, also, as the member for the
Williams has pointed out, that if 'we

*retain this industry in our own bands, it
miay be the means of starting another
valuable local industry, and that is the
making of this guano more readily soluble
in our dry lands. I beg to move as an
amendment

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the advisability of renewing the
present lease of guano deposits in the Abrollios
Islands.

RoN. G1. THROSSELIJ (Northam):
I have pleasure in supporting the last
speaker, who, by moving for a select corn-

Imittee, has anticipated my intention. I
believe it will be found upon inquiry that
the importance of retaining all the guano

Guano Export:
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for this State no longer exists, as it did
some years ago. At a former time the
question was brought before me, when I
was Commissioner of Crown lands, and
I naturally dealt with it exhaustively
before coming to a decision. I found on
inquiry that the quantity of guano used
mn ibis State is very small indeed,
while other fertilisers are more reliable.
Whether the hon. member on mt'y right
(Hon. F. H. 'Piesse) is correct in saying
our guano would be a. valuable fertiliser
if chemically- treated, is a matter for
consideration. I strongly suggest that
the opinion of the Advisory Board of the
Agricultural IDepartment be taken; and
when the quest-ion came before me for
consideration, I mans say I referred it to
the board, and the advice given to me by
the gentlemen composing that board, who
were notable and expert agriculturists, was
to the effect that so far as this country
is concerned, it is no longer a matter
of importance to retain the prohibition.
It was not a matter of importance to the
State then whether this prohibition
should be continued. The quantity then
used throughout the State was very
small, as superphiosphates and other
fertilisers were used. I think this matter
should go to a select committee. It may
be news to some members to learn that
at Premantle there is an establishment
for treating guano and- other manures.
With regard to the renewal of the lease,
that is not the question we have to con-
sider now; that is a. matter for the
Government to consider, and we must
remember that three years of the lease
have yet to run. Fair-minded people
must recognise that the present lease-
holders have a first claim on a farther
lease of the Islands. I tfought so highly
of the lease some years ago that I entered
into negotiations for the purchase of the
lease and the plant for £10,000; but
subsequently I came to the conclusion
that it was of no importance whether the
lease should be extended or not. I sup-
port the amendment, and believe that
the result of the select committee will
be that it is no longer of importance to
retain this embargo.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. IntoI): I
do not understand this motion, if passed,
to mean that the Government. will be
compelled to renew this lease to the
present lessees; consequently I do not see

any objections to passing the motion. I
certainly should not feel bound under
this motion, as it is worded, to renew
Messrs. Broadhurst'sa lease.

How. F. H. PiEASE: Then what good
is the motion to him F

T'HE PREMIER: I do not know that
it will be of any good to him if carried.

MR, WILSON: The existing resolution
prevents the Government from renewing
the lease.

THE PREMIER: The probability is
that at the end. of the term of the lease,
applications will be considered for the
lease of the Abrolhos Islands, and Mr.
Broadhurst or anybody else will have an
opportunity of applying for the lease,
It is probable the result of this discussion
will do this amount of good, that the
next intending lessee will see that in
order to be sure that he may get this
lease, he must offer certain inducements
to the Government which will show the
Government that he intends to consider
the local market and the local agricul-
turist; and if the applicant comes for-
ward with a proposal to establish, on the
mainland, works which will treat the
stuff to make it of extra value, I think
the man who makes that proposal will
have a very good opportunity of
cutting out every other competitor.
There is nothing particularly binding in
the motion. If passed it does not follow,
of necessity, that Mr. Broadhurst is
going to get a new lease. The motion
merely says, " Do not place unnecessary
restrictions on the exportation of the
stuff "; in other words, encourage the
supply to the local agriculturists. We
are prepared to do that, and probably in
making terms with Mr. Broadhiurst we
shall be able to meet the views of the
settlers. If the member for the Murchi-
son thinks this motion is an absolute
instruction to the Government to renew
the lease and consequently he brings
forward his amendment, all I can say is
that I do not agree with him.

M% 'NANSOw: The amendment will
cause the whole subject to be inquired
into.

THug PREMIER:- I am not opposed to
a select committee, but I think it is
entirely in the hands of the House. and I
am only too glad to have some definite
expression of opinion on this important
subject by gentlemen who know more

to Remove Reshiction.(ASSEMBLY.]
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about it than I do. If this motion be
passed, I certainly shall not take it
as an instruction that Mr. Broadhurst or
anybody else is to have a lease of the
Islands at the expiration of the present
term of the lease.

MR. M. H. JACOBY (Swan) :In sup-
porting the amendment, I wish to say
that one reason why the manure is
not so extensively used in the State
as it might be, is because it is
not made available by treatment so
as to readily be utilised by plants. A
very ]arge percentage of the phosphate
contained in the guano is insoluble, and
the guano requires treatment by sul-
phuric acid to make it readiiy soluble.
If in connection with any farther lease
of the Islands some restrictions or some
conditions be made that the local markets
be properly looked after, the result will
be the estaiblishment of manure works in
this State to treat this guano to make it
readily soluble. If that were the case, it
would be necessary, in order to make the
trade, profitable, to push the sale of this
guano throughout the State. As a
matter of fact, agriculturists who are new
to the State, and who have had no pre-
vious experience of the guano, rarely
hear of it. If the manure could be made
available locally and the sale of it pushed
in the State, it would be an enormous
advantage to the farmers. I do not
know that I would go so far as to ask
that the Government take over the Islands
and work the deposit themselves. Per-
haps that phase of the question is worthy
of consideration at the hands of the
committee, and probably they will look
into it. I ask the House not to attach
too much importance to the argument
that this motion is supported by the
Chambers of Commerce at Geraldton and
Fremantle, because we know Mr. Broad-
burst is an active member of these bodies,
and it is easy for him to secure an expres-
sion of opinion, favourable to his project.
We also have an expression of opinion
from the committee of the agricultural
society of Geraldton, which committee is
composed largely of residents of Gerald-
ton: there are not many farmers on that
body. We have it that at the agricultural
conferences, when the subject has been
debated on several occasions, the opinion,
after a lengthy debate, has been unani-
mously in fivour of the nationalisation of

these deposits. I favour the appointment
of a select committee, who I trust will go
thoroughly into this matter, and let us
have the result in such a form that we
can decide whether it is for the benefit of
the State to continue the present lease or

i not. Before sitting down. I would like
to point out that there can be no injus-
tice to the lessee if this lease he not
extended, because the lease was granted
for a definite term. There was no word
in the lease which could give the lessee
any right of renewal; so that in making
preparations for the working of the
Islands, the lessee has done so within
the four corners of the lease, and has
arranged the prices in such a way as
that he will be able to clear him self
thoroughly. There is no moral or nv
other obligation on the country to give
a fresh lease at the termination of the
present one.

oK F.H. PIESSE: Before the
motionis put, I shall offer no objection
to the amendment for the appointment of
a select committee. I would like to say,
in regard to the motion, that if carried
as it statids on the Notice Paper the
Premier does not consider it will be a
direction to the Government to renew
the lease. It certainly does not read that
way, but it goes a long wvay towards that
point, and the lessee is prepared to rest

Ioutbe passing of this motion. He
thinks the rights will be preserved to a

Icertain extent. I do not object to the
lease of the Islands, providing some con-
dition is imposed that this guano should
be used within the Commonwealth. I
think that would be a wise provision to
make, aud would be of benefit to Aus-
tralia genierally. If the manure be not all
used here, it certainly could be used in
other portions of Australia; aud like

*many of our resources which are unknown
in other parts of the Commonwealth, in a
very short time indeed attention will be

*drawn to this as well as other unde-
veloped resources, which will aid their
development, and in time the guano. will
become a useful adjunct to farming opera-
tions, and conducive to the production
of crops which are so necessary to this
country. I think if a select committee be

*appointed, probably we shall obtain all the
necessary information. As to the remarks
I made in reference to Cape Colony some
time ago, I may say that the matter was
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taken up by the late Government, and I
had some inquiries made, and the corre-
spondence is in the Works Office. Itests
forth the conditions under which similar
leases are granted in Cape Colony-that
the guano be used within the borders of
Cape Colony for the development of the
resources of the country. If that were
done here and we were Protected in that
direction, we should do some good for the
country, and protect an industry and
preserve to ourselves a manure which will
be useful to the country at large. I sup-
port the amendment for the appointment
of a. select committee.

MR. RASON (in reply): I Shall not
mn any way object to the appointment of

a.slct committee; but I rise to say that
the Premier has correctly interpreted
what I had in my mind when 1 moved
the motion, and what I wished to obtain
-perfect freedom of action on the part
of the Government in granting a farther
lease if it is thought desirable to do so,
also to deternine the conditions and
terms of the lease. At present, with the
resolution which was passed in 1897, the
Government have no such option, and I
wish to give the Government a free hand,
and leave it to them to say whether a new
lease should be granted and upon what
conditions. I welcome the suggestion of
a select committee, if properly constituted,
to go thoroughly into the matter; and
perhaps the report will be dealt with in a
different manner fromi the report of a&select
committee which was brought up in the
House on a previous evening.

Amendment (Mr. Nanson's) put and
passed.

Motion as amended agreed to.
Ballot taken, and the following mem-

bers elected a committee: Mr. Hayward,
Mr. Jacoby, Mr. Rason, Mr. Wilson,
with Mr. Nanson as mover.

MRt. WILSON asked to be left off the
committee, if possible. What procedure
could he adopt with that object?

THE SPEAKER: If a member of the
House were elected to serve on a com-
mittee, he was bound to do so. (General
laughter.)

THE Pazmin: The committee could
recommend the disehargo of the bon.
member.

Ordered that the committee have power
to call for persons and papers, and to sit

during any adjournment of the House;
to report on the 23rd October.

ALLUVIAL MINERS, TO COMPENSATE
FOR IMPRISONMENT.

Notice of Motion read: MR. HOPKINJS
to move, "That a select comnmittee be
appointed to inquire into the imprison-
ment of certain alluvial miners, with a
niew to awarding some reasonable com-
pensation to such (if any) that were
wrongly convicted in connection with the
Ivanhoe Venture trouble."

MR. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder) asked
leave to withdraw the notice of motion,
as he intended to move to-morrow for the
appointment of a Royal Commission for
the purpose of inquiring into the question.

MR. F. C. MONGER: Might one make
a few remarks on the motion?

THE SPEAKER: The motion had not
been placed before the House, so no one
could speak to it.

Motion lapsed.

MOTION-POLICE UNIFORMS, Erc., TO
EMPLOY UNION LABOUR IN MAKING.
MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie)

moved:
That in the next contract let for the supply

of police and other Government uniformas, a
clause be inserted " That the work be carried
out by union labour."

He said: My desire is to lay before the
House exactly the conditions under which
Goverment uniforms are being made by
certain persons in Perth who hold a con-
tract; and while condemning the system
underwhich uniformsaremade, topoiutout
to the House how the evil can he remnedied.
In the first instance I shall deal with a
firm who have the contract for the supply
of the police uniforms. Most mewmbers
have read the correspondence on this
subject which has appeared in the Press.
[Ma. DoHERTY: No.] The correspondence
had reference to certain matters in con-
nection with the manufacture of police
uniforms. The firm in question, whilst dis-
missing certain members of the Tailors' and
Tailoresses' Unions, employed Hindoos.
The Premier, in reply to a question I put
to him on this matter, stated that he was
aware that one Hiudon was in the employ
of the firm who had the contract for police
uniforms. I believe only one Hindoo
goes to the shop to get the material from
which the uniforms are made up; but it
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is difficult to say bow many Hindoos.
may be employed on the making up of
the material when be takes it to his
residence, where the work is done. There
is a certain establishment, situated in
Newcastle Street, where a number of these
Hiudoos. live. The uniforms are made
lip inI that establishment, to which the
material is taken by the particular uindue
who is sposed to be a military tailor.
The plie force of Western Australia
numbers, roughly, 600 men, each of whom
regeives two uniforms per year. The
contract covers the Supply of all these
uniforms. Previously to the controversy
and discussion as to the employment of
Hindoos, the firm in question employed a
girl to manufacture tunics, that is the
coaLt portion of the uniform. I understand
that this girl turned out four tunics or
coats per week. The House will see, there-
fore, that quite a number of uniforms
must have been made up outside the shop.-
The firm, who were good enough to exhibit
their books, say that theyemployed onlyone
Hindoo, who took the work away from the
shop. That Hindoo must have taken away
a considerable amount of work to this
establishment in Newcastle Street; and
other Hindoos or black labourers must
have been employed on the uniforms.
When members of the Tailors' and
Tailoresses' Ujnions waited on the firm,
they received the answer that there was
very little to complain about, as the firm,
although they employed Hindoos or a
Hindoo at this particular time, would
shortly introduce German Jews. The
firm stated that they intended to import
into this State Ger~man Jews to do the
tailoring. That would do away altogether
with the tailors and tailoresses now
banded together in unions. I maintain
that this state of affairs is not just to the
police and to other Government employees
who 'have to wear the uniforms. They
should not be compelled to wear clothing
made under such conditions. There is
no doubt that the uniforms are made by
sweated labour. In the case of another
shop in Perth which has a contract for
the supply of uniforms to the Railway
Department, it is found that very few
tradesmen are employed. The great
majority of those working in the shop
are apprentices. The firm employ one or
two senior hands, to whom they pay a
decent wage; but under these senior

hands there is quite a number of young
girls engaged in the making of the
uniforms. Taking all these things into
consideration, I maintain it is time that
something should be done to prevent
sweating in connection with the manu-
facture of Government uniforms. Excep-
tion has been taken to my motion in so
far as it asks for the insertion in the con-
tracts of a clause providing that the work
shall be carried out by union labour.
Quite a number of hon. members stated
that they would see nothing to object to
in the motion if the concluding words
were "1to be carried out at union rates of
wages." It makes no difference to mie
whether the motion reads " Ithat the work
be carried out at union rates of wages,"
or " that the work be carried out by
union labour;" because it amounts to
the same thing. If union rates of
wages be paid, the work will be done
by union labour; because in the shops
paying union rates, union hands arc
employed. The two firms which have
contracts for the supply of uniforms do
not pay union rates of wages, and con-
sequently do not employ union hands.
If they were paying union rates of
wages, they would employ union hands.
I take no exception, therefore, to the
suggested alteration of the motion, which
I do not consider it necessary to go into
farther, as the House now understands
exactly the position of affairs. I think
hon. members will agree. with me that
the Government should see that their
work is carried out under Proper con1-
ditions. I beg to move the motion
Standing in my name.

Mat. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): 1
second the motion.

Tns PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): It
is not my intention to support this
motion.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
THE PREMIER: I really do not see

that this matter concerns Parliament as
a body. I have always understood that
the Labour unions in this or any other
State are able to look after their own
interests and to conduct their own affairs,
without the intervention of Parliament;
and I really do not see that this is a
matter of such great public interest or
moment that it should engage our atten-
tion. It involves no particular prin-
ciple.

Police Clothing. (25 SmPTxmiwR, 1901.]
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Al R. F. ONNOR: It is Only wasting time.
THE PREMIER: One hon. member

interjects that discussion of the motion is
only waste of time. I will not go so far
as to say that, because I am certain the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson) has
no desire to waste the time of the House.
I do not see that it matters to us whether
any particular individual in this State
employs a pious Hindoo or any other
person. It is not compulsory on anyone
to employ Hiudoo labour, nieither is it
compulsory to employ any particular form
of labour. The information which came
to me on this subject, and on which I
based my answer to a certain question on
this matter of tailoring, is to the effect
that the Hindoo referred to was receiving
the same rate of wages as any ordinary
workman.

MR. JOHNSON: He was not.
THE PREMIER : That is what I was

told, and that is the information I gave
the House. So far, I have seen no reason
to doubt the truth of the statement. At
the same time, I did not feel it incumbent
on me to hunt round and set detectives
on to the Hindoo, or his employers to find
out whether the statement was correct or
not. I did not see the necessity of fol-
lowing it up, nor do I see any necessity
for doing.-so now. So long as we make
certain provision for the recognition and
regulation of unions, surely we can leave
it to the unions to work out their own
destiny and to protect their own members.

MRt. TEESDALE SaM: Could you not
insert the minimumi wage provision in
your contracts ?

THE PREM:[ER: We are not asked
to do that. This is not a matter in
which Parliament should be asked to
interfere, and consequently it is not my
intention to vote for the motion.

MR. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
certainly cannot agree with the Premier
in his view that it is not the duty of the
House to interfere with the employment
of Hindoos. I consider that when the
State practically' becomes an employer by
letting a contract to a firm of tailors to
make uniforms for the State, it is desir-
able that this House should know that
white labour has preference in the work
over coloured labour. I see no reason
why contracts should not contain a pro-
vision forbidding the employment of
aliens on State works.

MR. DOHERTY: They are British
subjects.

MR. TAYLOR: Yes; British subjects
forced on us by Great Britain. I wish to
point out to the Premier that the Federal
Parliament has passed a Bill prohibit-
ing the letting of contracts for the
carriage of mails to shipping companies
which do not employ white labour.
If that principle hold good in the carry-
ing of our mails, it should hold good
in the manufacture of uniforms for
State officials;i and I hope a law to that
effect will be passed. It is quite within
the province of the House to ask that
the Government, in letting a contract,
stipulate that the labour employed Shall
be white, and that no employer shall
be allowed to takze State contracts and
sweat his employees or compel them to
work with aliens. If employees refuse to
work with the aliens, and prevent the
employer from setting blackfellows -along-
side them on the bench to make up these
uniforms, for instance, what is the resultF
The coloured labourer takes the work awa~y
to some hovel, as the member for Kal-
goorlie has pointed out; and one does not
know how many aliens handle these
uniforms. I malintain-that in view of the
danger of disease spreading from the
habitations of these aliens, it is necessary,
in the interests of the men who have to
wear the uniforms, that the House should
see that the clothing is made up by white
labour, and not by labour likely to con-
tamainate the clothing before it is worn.
I say it is quite within the province of
the House to do these things, and I shall
support the motion.

Mn. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): My
principal object in rising is to propose an
amendment, such as that mentioned by
the mover, who stated that it was a
matter of indifference to him whether the
words "at union rates of wages'" or " by
union labour " were used. I therefore
move, as an amendment:

That the words " by union labour," in the
last line, be struck out, and the words "at
union rates of wages " be inserted in lieu.
I wish also to make a remark on the
Premier's statement that it is not the
business of the House to interfere in a
mnatter of this bind. The question really
is, who are to do the work of the StateP
According to the reasoning we have heard,
the State is to get the work done cheaply
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-apparently as cheaply as possible. The
effect of the adoption of that principle is,
as in this instance, that work is done
very cheaply but very ill. In future it
will probably be done by Polish Jews and
other undesirable immigrants. The evil
can be averted by inserting in the eon-
tracka the suggested provision that the
work shall be done at union rites of
wages. I may point out to the Premier
that in other countries what is known as
"1sweating " is largely prevalent. [Mr.
DAGLISH:' Hear, hear.] London is almost
overrun by hordes of Polish Jews, and
one result of this invasion is that tailors'
w-ages: in London are the lowest on the
face of the earth. Victoria, suffers from
the same trouble in a great degree. So
far, Perth has, been free from it; but
Perth will follow the same road if we do
not adopt the best means available to
prevent it now that we have the oppor-
tunity. For these and other reasons I
beg to move the adoption of this aniend-
ment.

MR. J. RESTDE (Hannans): I second
the amendment.

At 6-S0, the SnzAKES left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mnt. H. DASLISH (Subiaco) : I am
somewhat uurprised at the manner in
which this proposition has been received
by the House; surprised in the first
instance that a subject which is of con-
siderable importance should have been
regarded in some quarters as matter for
laughter. It seems to me it is un-
doubtedly one of the first provinces of this
House to look after the mnaterisal as well
as the moral well-being of all the people
in our State; and I know of no method
of doing that unless we give attention to
such matters as those dealt with in the
motion, and in the amendment now before
the House. I know that, as an individual,
although my demands and requirements
are not great, I should feel inclined to
despise myself if I at any time gave the
slightest trade support to a man or a
company not paying a reasonable rate of
remuneration for all work done. -Phis
House treated in a serious manner tbe
motion of, I think, the member for
Wellington (Mr. Teesdale Smith), who
proposed a minimum rate of wages in

another class of work; and I cannot see
that what is good in one industry should
not be good in all others. I think a fair
number of members of this House must
be ignorant of the exposure of the sweat-
ing evil in London, some y ears ago, by the
Rev. Charles Kingsley; and I would
suggest to such members that, if they
wish to Uknow what we are anxious to avoid
here, they study that work,"1 Alton Locke,"
and they will find a dreadful state of
things depicted-a state to which I hope
no town in Western Australia will ever fall,
but a state, I am sorry to say, which has
been to a large extent reproduced in Mel-
bourne. On this subject I can speak with
some degree of knowledge, and can assure
lion, members that in the Melbourne cloth-
ing trade five years ago, at the time I left
Melbourne, there was a dreadful amount
of sweating going on; and it began in
the very practice this motion is aimed at
stopping, that is in the giving out of
work to be done in private houses. That
resulted in many women-widows and
others-having to work 10 or 12 hours a
day for a miserable pittance, altogether
insufficient to maintain them in the war
in which they ought to be maintained;
and I will ask hon. members to recollect
that the position Melbourne reached a
few years ago is one which in Perth we
do not desire to see reproduced; and if
we wish to avoid its reproduction here,
we can do so by introducing such pro-
visions as this motion indicates. What
a private individual should not do-that
is assist in sweating in any shapep or
form- it is the moral duty of the Govern-
ment likewise to avoid; and I contend
that this State is not yet so poor that it
cannot afford to see that all work done
for it is paid for at ai reasonable rate by
the contractors. I was s urprised at what
was said by one hon. member, whom I
shall not menti on too particularly, because
I do not wish to bring a blush to his
cheek. 'That member interjected that a
motion like this was a waste of time. I
am sure the lion. member will feel that a
Parliament which has given time and
serious attention to the desire of
monopolists for permission to farm out
concessions of one sort and another can,
without any derogation of its dignity,
give a little attention to a large body like
the workers of this State, and can do so
without feeling it in any way necessary
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to make imputations to the effect that
members who strive to benefit those they
represent are. merely wasting the time of
the House in so doing. I am sorry
the member for the Moore (Dr. O'Connor)
is not here to-night; because l am sure
if we could get from that gentleman some
of his experience of the manner in which
Hindoos live, we should be satisfied it is
not right that clothing which is to. be
spread from one end of the country to the
other should he manufactured in houses
like those which these people frequently
occupy, where the laws of sanitation
which should be observed in order to
insure health are not observed. And we
know there is no more potent ufeains of
spreading disease than by clothing which
comes from unhealthy quarters, which is
manufactured under unhealthy conditions
and in bad surroundings. I trust the
House will not agree to the dictum of the
Premier that this is not a matter which
concerns Parliament; but that when
dealing with the question we shall recog-
nise that it is not only our duty, it is also
our privilege, to legislate in any manner
that mayv contribute to the moral or
material upraising of our people.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. I1liugworth) : I should like to
sug~gest to the mover of the amendment
that it would be better to endeavour to
come into line with the other States. In
all their contracts, or in all leading con-
tracts now let, the words " a minimum
wage" are introduced; and I think it
would accomplish all the hon. member
has desired if those words were put in
instead of the words proposed: that in all.
contracts words be inserted fixing a mini-
mum wage. Personally, I do not wish to
move this amendment, but I would sug-
gest to hon. members interesting them-
selves in these matters that it would be
much better than to say "a union wage.,"
which is an unknown quantity that the
Government cannot always discover. But
the Government can fix, and ought to
fix,&a minimum wage in contracts they
give out. I have always maintained this
should be doue, and I maintain it still. I
think the Government, in letting contracts
respecting work to be done for the public,
should always be in a position to fix a
minimum wage to be paid in the shops,
or to the workmen employed by the con-
tractors-

* MR. DOHERTY: That is something
definite.

Trni COLONIAL TREASURER: If
the hon. member will not move that
amendment, I ain prepared to move it;

*but I would suggest to the member for
Kanownia (Mr. Hastie) that, by permis-
sion of the H'ouse, he use the Words
"fixing a mninimum ~wage" instead of

*union wages. By so doing he will accom-
plish his end more easily, and will give a
better turn to the amendment that is
now proposed. I suggest this with all
deference to the lion. member.

THE SPEAKER: Perhaps the hon.
member will withdraw his amendment in
favour of that suggested by the Colonial
Treasurer.

MRt. HIASTIE: If I am in order, I will
withdraw the amendment with a view to
the insertion of that suggested by the
Colonial Treasurer, and which I under-
stand the member for the South-West
Mining District will move.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
MEt. J1. EWING (South-West Mining

District) : I think the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) was somewhat in
error when he said that the members of
the House were inclined to treat this
matter as a joke. It is not so. I think
members generally are just as anxious as
the Labour members to legislate for the
moral welfare of the community. I wish
to move, as an amendment;

That all the words after "1inserted " be
struck out, and the following inserted in lieu:
"by the Government fixing a minimum rate
of wages and a minimium price for piecework
to be paid by the contractor or contrators
carrying out the work."

I can only say that my desire, and I
believe the desire of every member of the
House, is as Car as possible to do away
with the sweating evil existing in the
State. I think the feeling of the House
is not to go quite as far as the mover
(Mr. Johnson) suggested, but I think
the amendment I propose will cover all
that is desired.

MA. M. H. JACOBY (Swan) : I
Isecond the amendment.

ME. F. C. MONGER (York): I
may say that I am not in favour of the
motion nor of the amendment just pro-
posed. I cannot lose an opportunity like

ithis to congratulate the member for Kal-
igoorlie (Mr. Johnson) on the great
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subject which lie has brought under our
notice this evening. It must be remem-
bered that those who sent that hon.
member here must be highly pleased at
the great piece of legislation which this
gentleman aims at, which, as the Premier
rightly put it, is not a subject which,
under ordinary circu instances, should be
debatable matter in the House.

MR. TAYLOR: It would not be if there
were no Labour members here.

MR. MONGER: 1 congratulate the
Labour members on the very able support
they have given to the motion, and to the
amendment as proposed by the member
for the South-West Mining District. If
the amendment be carried, it will, to a
certain extent, pass not only a slur on the
House, but on all those interested in this
class of trade. If the Labour party
are unable to bring forward a larger
question-

MR. DAGLISH: Charles's sweeps, for
instance.

MR. MONGER: A larger question
than that embodied in this very noble
motion, I think the sooner the Labour
party refrain from bringing forward
questions of so little interest, and which
will carry such little weight, even amongst
their own supporters-the sooner they
refrain from bringing forward motions at
all, the better it will be, not only for
members on this (Opposition) side of the
House, but for those viho sit on the Labour
bench also.

MR. RESIDE: Educate the democracy!
MR. MONGER t We have had quite a

lengthy debate on this question, and it
will give me very great lpleasure to move
as a farther amendment that this question
be considered this day six months.

MR. J. RESIDE (Haunans): I am
really not much surprised at the attitude
of the member for York (Mr. Monger) on
this question, as I understand he came
into this Parliament to oppose the
"1aggressive democracy of the Labour
members." In referring to the question
which he considers to be a slur on the
Roust, anid those engraged in the manu-
facture of uniforms, it is, I may say,
necessary to restrict the sweating evil,
and the slur already exists when uniforms
are manufactured under the conditions
which already prevail. Perhaps the Pre-
mier was somewhat unfortunate in his
remarks to-night, and I may say that I

did not exactly agree with the wording of
the motion, because if the House decide
that union labour only should be employed
in this work, it would practically be giving
a monopoly, and I do not believe in
monopolies. What is aimed at is that
the State should recognise the standard
rate of wages in the district where the
work is carried out. There is an obliga-
tion resting on the State to be the model
employer of labour. The State should
show an example to other employers ; the
State should pay the highest rate of
wages, and have the work done under
the best conditions. As to the introduc-
tion of alien labour into Government
work, the House should certainly be
against allowing aliens to compete with
white men. I do not altogether object
to aliens if they will work on the same
conditions, and stand out like real white
men. Even if a man is an alien, if he
will work on the lines and live under the
same conditions as a, real white man,
there is not very much objection to him;
but I certainly object to coloured labour,
and to the Government encouraging
coloured labour, and as far as I am con-
erned I consider that every member in
the House is hound to support the
amendment. I do not think there is a
member who will say that he believes in
low wages or sweated labour; and if a
member votes against the anmendment he
will be saving that. The original word-
ing of the motion was a little hit unfor-
iunate; so was the amendment proposed
by the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Johnson); but now an amendment
has been proposed and is worded on
lines which will meet with the general
approval of the House. I know there
are members in the House who have
a horror of the names "labour" and
"union ;" therefore, I am glad that the
amendment does not contain these two
words. As long as the object is attained,
I do not care. Members should conme
forward and advocate that proper prin-
ciples should be carried out, that the
State should set an example as a model
employer. If so, members are bound to
vote for the amendment.

MR. TEESDALE SMITH' (Welling-
ton) : I support the amendment, and I
may say I have carried out several con-
tracts in New South Wales under similar
2conditions to those proposed by the mewn -
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ber for the South-West Mining Dis-
trict.

Ma. A. 3. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I think the motion proposed by
the member for the South-West Mining
District solves the difficulty which may
have arisen in the minds of some members.
As far as I am personally concerned
I should almost be inclined to sup-
port a stronger proposal than that sub-
mitted; still I think the amendment must
commend itself to a majority of members
of the House. I am sorry that I must
differ from the member for York (Mr.
Monger). I am afraid there must be &
feud springing up between the member
for York and what are called the mem-
bers of the Labour party. I regret that
exceedingly, because Tam sure the member
for York is one of the most tender-
hearted men in the House, and when it
comes toatime of difficulty the memnber for
York will be found on the side of right. In
connection with this question the main
point is that, if possible, we should keep
out of the community all kinds of sweat-
ing. Unfortunately, sweating seems to
have attached itself to the tailoringr trade
throughout the world. As far as the
British dominions are concerned, the home
of sweating is London; but, unfortu-
natel, the evil has extended to Aus-
tralia more especially to Melbourne-
I think that is the worst place in
Australia for sweating. The evil has
tried very hard to get a home in Perth,
and circumstances have conic under my
personal observation which lead me to
say that it has secured a home in Perth.
There are, unfortunately, unscrupulous
men connected with the tailoring trade,
as well as with every other trade, who
will take advantage of the exigencies of
life, and will make poor unfortunate
women take work home to keep body and
soul together. It is not a ques.tion of
capital versus labour or labour versu8
capital: it is a question of our national
life, and if we get a. chance of nipping
the evil in the bud we should do so. I
support the amendment mnoved by the
member for the South-West Mining
District.

MnR. F. WILSON (Perth):- I do not
support low wages nor sweated labour,
yet I venture to say I am perfectly
justified in voting against the motion and
amendment. No proof has been placed

Ibefore the House to show that either the
one thing or the other exists in the
tailoring trade. The majesty and the
mnight of Parliament are being invoked
on a small question of this desceription

Iwhen the evil does not exist at the present
time. The object of the motion is to
prevent Hindoos from making Govern-
meat uniforms. What has caused
this question to be mentioned? One
Hindoo was employed to make police
uniforms, as I understand it, and he
took the work home to his house.
Themraember for~algoorlie (Mr. Johnson)
has never proved or shown to this House
that this Hindoo was not receiving the
union rate of wages, the log. He says
so. He makes a statement, hut has not
brought any proof whatever; and I have
it from good authority that the man
receives the whole rate of pay. I have
that from the employer.

Ma. BEsIDE : Can you prove it to the
satisfaction of the House?

MR. WILSON: Yes ; I can prove it
to-morrow night.

Mn. R E$IDE: Now!
Mu. WILSON: Because there hap-

pens to be one Hindoo employed by this
tailoring firm for making the uniforms of
the police, we have the time of this House
taken up; we have a debate of several
hours' duration, and we have charges of
wholesale sweating in connection with the
tailoring trade in Perth. I venture to

Isay the employees engaged in this par-
Iticular industry are better treated in
Western Australia than in any other
portion of the British Empire at the
present time. They are getting the full
rate of Wages in every one of the shops
worthy of the name of shops;i and there-

1fore I object, and I think the House
ought to resent a motion of this descrip-
tion being brought in, more especially
when we see it followed by an amend-
ment that the State ought to establish
a tailoring establishment. Good heavens!
Whbat are. we coming to? Will the hon.
member suggest that the House shall

I establish a laundry to wash the State's
linen, so that the Chinese will not be
employed ? Where do Labour members
get thieir linen washed ? The Chinese

ilaundries are engaged and supported by
the very people who object to this Hindoo
being engaged in making the uniforms
for the police. The thing is absurd.

Union Labour.[ASSEMBLY.]
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And one talks about aliens! Chinese
are aliens, but this Hindoo is a British
subject. Carry it farther: I wonder
where the chairs in this Assembly were
made. Probably in a factory with an
Afghan as night watchman. Where a.re
you to draw the lineP

MEMBER: Draw it at coloured labour.
Mz.WILSON: Is that sweated labour?

I venture to say that itis not sweated
labour. One hon. member ventured the
assertion that, if a shop did not employ
union labour, it was not paying the union
rate of wages. What argument is there
in thatP

LABOUR MEmBER: It generally follows.
MR. WILSON: I have employed union

men and non-union men, and they have
all had the same rate of wages. The haln.
member does not know what he is talking
about. I hope the House will not be led
by the nose by these hon. members
with faddish notions, but that they will
listen to sound sense and will throw out
the motion and the amendment also,
because the time has not arrived when we
should have a motion of this sort carried.

LABOUR MEMBER: We mean to make
it arrive.

MR. WILSON: I dalre say the hon.
member will, judging by the way he is
going on; but the time has not arrived,
and the hon. member has not been able
to make it arrive yet. I hope also that
he will not be able to do so for a long
time. When the time does come and
when he can prove that the men employed
in this industry are sweated-

MR. A. J. DIAMOND: So they are.
MR. WILSON: I deny it.
MR. DIAMON: Scores and hun-

dreds.
MR. WILSON: When they cam prove

such a thing, I shall be with them, to
protect the persons engaged; but what
about the might of the trade unions?
Surely they can protect those people.
How many of those people are there
employed ? I venture to say only about
a dozen or fifteen hands altogether; and
we have time taken up and the whole of
the weight of the Parliament of Western
Australia is to be brought to bear to
protect some 15 or 20 hands against this
one.Hindoo earning a, livelihood in a
portion of His Majesty's dominions.
The thing is too paltry to receive any
consideration, and I trust the House will

stop this sort of thing and let us get on
with legislation that is needed.

THE PRtEMIER (Honl. G. Taeake): I
have heard the expression "1the devil
among the tailors" before this evening,
but on this occasion it seems to be a
Hindoo.

MR. -DOHERTY: The same colour.
THE PRE~MIER: As the member for

Perth (Mr. Wilson) has pointed out, we
have got away altogether from the subject
matter of the motion. It is not the ques-
tion of the employment of coloured
labour. The original motion does not
say so. It is a question whether work is
to be carried out by union labour, and I
said I was not going to support that.
Now there is an amendment that the
Government should fix a minimum rate

of wages an..d a minimum price for piece.
work to be paid for by a contractor with
a Government , ontract. I see no objec-
tion to that. amendment, and it will not
touch this question of coloured labour at
all.

MR. WILSON : It is directed to it.
TnE PREMIER: Oh no; not at all.

I am not going to be led off on a side
issue upon a discussion of the merits or
otherwise of the Hindoos or the Chinese
or of any other alien races; and I protest
against the observations made by the
member for Hanlans (Mr. Reside), I
think it was, when he said the Govern-
ment were engging coloured labour.

LABOUR MEMER! So they are.
THE PREMIER: The h~ou. member

does not seem to understand the differ-
ence between encouragement and tolera-
tion.

LABOUR MEMBER: Oh yes; we do.
THs PREMIER : If the hon. member

thinks the Government are going to step
in and prevent any man, whether black
or white, in this community from earning
an honest living, I say 1 am not going to
do so. If these men are here, Hindoos or
Chinese, they must live, and why should
they not work for a living as well as
anybody else?

MR. ESIDE: The Government should
not employ them.

TEE PREMIER: What nonsense! If
we do not employ them, must we fill our
pauper dep~ts with them ?

MR. REsinE: Send them back.
Tan PREMIER: Must we allow them

to starve? We cannot put them in
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prison, and we must not shoot them:
why should they not live and be fed, and
why should they not earn an honest
living as well as anybody elseP Does
the hon. member represent a class who
are afraid of Chinamen P

MR. RESIDE: No.
THE: PREMIER: Of course, he does

not. Of course, they can hold their own
against any race of any colour. I amn
sure they do not fear open competition.
If you are going to carry this to its logical
conclusion, you will have to shut up the
Chinese laundries, as the member for
Perth says.

MEMBER. Shut them up, by all means.
THE PREMIER: You will have to

prohibit the poorer classes of the commu-
nity from buying cheap vegetables from
the Chinese, and I do not see why we
should do that. If persons have mo-ney
to spend they have a right to spend it
where and how they like; and if they can
get an article from one person cheaper
than from another, I venture to sa,'y those
who are in the market will bave the goodsa
that are cheapest and will not pause to
examine into the colour of the vendor.

MR. TAnon: Trade unions do.
THE PREMIER: Trade unions are

entitled to their own ideas-
Mr.. TAYLOR:- And we voice them.
THE PREMIER: We do not object

to that; nobody does; but we do not
want the trade unions to say that this
and this only shall be done. Why not
allow freedom of thought and freedom of
contract too, for the matter of that?
They halve a perfect right to ventilate
their views; no one grudges that; but
it is "nother thing when you say the
Government ought to step in. and prevent
this or that man from earning a, living.
Anything which will tend towards the
prevention of sweating is of course for the
good of the community ; but how can it
be called sweating when every man
employed is receiving the same rate of
wages P That is not sweating. I under-
stand sweating to be grinding an em-
ployee down to work for a wage which
is beneath the living wage. That is
what I understand sweating to be. It is
not a, question of open competition in the
open market; and I really ask my friends
from the goldfields to pause before they
attempt to force those views upon the
House in. an extreme manner.

Mit. DIAMOND: They have accepted
the amendment

THE PREMIER: I know they hare.
Mn. TA&YLOR: The Premier is opposing.
THE PREMIER: I am offering an

explanation. because just now I was
accusedl by the member for Hannaus of
encouraging coloured labour, and I only
wish to show we are merely doing what
we are obliged to do, and th~at is to tole-
rate. We prevent as much as possible
the importation of aliens, but once they
are hero they must enjoy civil rights.
That is; all 1 say, and I am in favour of
the amendment.

MsL. Tavion: Do not get so excited.
THE PREMIER: I am glad the lion.

member reminds me I am getting excited.
I do not see why the hon. memuber should
set off at a tangent andl think I am goinug
to violate every principle they approve
of; but I admit I am not always in.
sympathy or at one in thought with the
h on. members on that bench, on labour
questions.

MR. F. CONNOR: You appreciate their
votes.

Tan PREMIER: I appreciate their
voting power. (Laughter.) I compliment
thema on the intelligent manner in which
hitherto they have cast their votes, and
their laudable intentions with regard to
their future behaviour. (Laughter.) But
really that does not affect the question
under discussion. All I ask the House
to understand is that we are only dis-
cussing now whether it is necessary or
proper that there should be inserted in
Government contracts some reference to
the minimum which should be paid by
contractors. I say I do not oppose that
amendment.

Mu. JoHNsoN: Other Parliaments
have adopted it. What are you opposing
it forP

TnE PREMIER: I am not opposing
it. That is just what I complain about.
The hon. member gets hold of thes
faddist ideas, and, once you begin to
criticise, everything you say is regarded
as opposition.

MP.. RESIDE:- This is only adverse
criticismi, not opposition ?

Tus PREMIER: No; I amt absolutely
at one with the hon. member so far as
this amndnment is concerned.

Mna. Rssws - That is all righ t.

Union Labour.[ASSEMBLY.]



Police Clothing: (25 SnsxnnBE, 1901.] Union Labour. 1135

THE PREMIER: Ilam sure the hon.
member now regrets extremely-if he
does not say so, I will say' it for him
-that he accused mec of encouraging
coloured labour. After this explanation,
which it appearp has perhaps not been so
lucid as it might have been, I hope the
hon. member will be satisfied to accept
Di1v assurance that at any rate as far as
the amendment is concerned I am with
him.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (mover): So
far as the amendment goes. I am per-
fectly satisfied. Perhaps I should
apologise to the House for introducing
the word " union " into my motion, since
it appears that many members are afraid
of it. The remark of the Premier that
the matter referred to in the motion is
one for the unions to deal with, is one I
cannot concur in. The unions, I may
point out, have tried to deal with it:
unions have been formed for the purpose
of stamping out the sweating evil in
Western Australia. That evil is rampant
in other parts of Australia and in the old
country, throughout the tailoring trade.
Unions of tailors and tailoresses have
banded together with the object of
eradicating the sweating evil. In many
cases only half the union rate of wages is
paid by unscrupulous employers. The
member for Perth (Mr. Wilson) says
that the Hindoo who has be~en referred to
is receiving the union rate of wages, and
the hon. member says he can prove it.
True, he can prove it. I know the books
of the firm have been thrown open for
examination, and that they show this
Hindoo to be receiviug the union rate of
wages. But what union rate of wages is
that Hindoo getting? He is getting the
rate paid to tailoresses, not the rate paid
to tailors. There are two rates of wages
in the tailoring trade, one for work done
by tailoresses and one for work done by
tLlors The Hindoo gets the rate paid
to tailoresses, so that he is, in one sense,
getting the union rate; but it is a woman's
union rate he receives.

THE PREMIER: Is the Hindoo a tailor
or a tailoress ?

Mnt. Honxrxs: The hon. member is
not clear on that point.

MR. JOHNSON: It is hard to say
which the sex is. The member for York
(Mr. Monger) very kindly congratulated
me on bringing this motion forward; but

I am sorry I cannot thank him for his
congratulations. I regret very much
that the Labour members in Parliament
are not capable of bringing something
larger than this motion before the House.
The electors of York were fortunate to
find such a mass of intelligence mn
their electorate, and I an, glad they
returned it to Parliament. It is an un-
fortunate thing that the Kalgoorlie
electors could not find an equal intelli-
gence. It is Kalgoorlie's misfortune. I
am extremely sorry that I am uot able to
bring forward such great questions as
the legalisation of sweeps and so forth.
However, it is only a matter of time.
Perhaps when the Labour members have
been in the House as long as the member
for York, they will be capable of dealing
with these great and important questions,
in the bringing forward of which be dis-
plays so much ability. I say again, it
was kind of the member for York to con-
gratulate me, and I am sorry I cannot
thank him for his congratulations.

MR. F. CONNOR (East Kimnberley):
I am not opposed to the spirit of the
motion in any way; but I wish to enter a
protest against the manner in which
members are approached by the movers
of such motions as that now beore the
House. A certain amount of " screw " is
put on members, and in many cases the
position is not fairly put before the
House. Moreover, a certain amount of
personality is introduced into the debates,
personality of such a kind as I think the
House would be better without.

SEvEa Mmsins: Hear, hear.
MR. DAGLISH: You please renmember

that, in future.
MR. F. CONNOR: I must thank the

member for Subiaco for the kindly lecture
he was good enough to give me this
evening. I appreciate the hon. member's
powers of debate and of repartee. I
recognise, farther, the enormous weight
which he should have in this House by
virtue of his great experience in political
life. Later, perhaps I may be able to
pay him a still higher compliment; but
it will take somec farther time for him to
reach that degree of elevation which will
entitle him to dictate to other members
in the manner in which he has en-
deavoured to dictate to them on a few
occasions-members who have occupied
seats in this House with honour to them-
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selves and profit to the country* for some
considerable time. As I say, I will not
oppose the miotiou.

MR. DIAMOND: Do not support it.
LA~oUR MEMBER: Vote for it!
Ms. F. CONNOR : I will vote for it;

but I wish to support what I said by
interjection earlier in the evening, that
in debating these motions we are abso-
lutely wasting the time of the House.
We are absolutely wasting the time
which the country pays us to give to its
business, in de~bating these motions
whilst there is a list of Bills on the
Notice Paper awaiting discussion. Here
we have been since the 28th June, and
not a measure passed. Motions of this
sort should be debated when some of the
more important business of the House

shas been dealt with.
Tus COLONIAL TREASURER

(Hon. F. Illingworth) ± I greatly regret
the tone of this debate, which has got
entirely away from the subject intended
to be reached by the motion. There is
not the slightest doubt that in all
countries-in England and in the other
Australian States-great difficulties ane
arising from the system of sweating.
[MR. DisAG7H Hear, hear.] An effort
is already being made to import into this
State, and for the purposes of this par-
ticular trade, a class of people whom it
would be exceedingly undesirable to have
on these shores.

MR. DAaLISn: We do not want them.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER:

There is only one lawful remedy : to
endeavour to fix a reasonable recompense
for the work that is to be done. Then it
will naturally follow that only the best
workmen will be employed, and that the
inferior classes of men-whether their
inferiority be one of race or one of skill

-ill have to fall away under such a,
system. What is intended by this amend-
ment, as I understand it, is to ask the
Government to state in their contracts a
minimum wage to he paid, or a minimum
price per piece to be paid, for the work
to be done. That reasonable rate or price,
of course, will be fixed by the Govern-
ment; and those who tender will there-
fore be required to tender on the basis of
a living wage. If we can accomplish
that, all the other difficulties will dis-
appear. It will not be a question of
colour or race, but simply one of a living

Iwage. For an honest day's work an
honest day's wage will be paid, and an
honest piece of work will be given for
the money paid. This, I think, is all the
amendment desires to effect; and this is
the extent to which I support the amend-
ment. I see that the only way of reaching
what members all desire, and what the
people of the State desire, namely to
see an honest day's payment for an honest
day's work, is by the method which the
amendment proposes. I hope the House
will see its way clear to vote on the
amendment. I think sufficient hats been
said: at any rate, I am not going to say
any more myself.

MR. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
Having spoken to the motion, I now rise
to speak in support of the amendment,
and only because I see there is no chance
of the original motion being carried, and
II think half a loaf is better than no bread.
Iam sorry to hear hon. members say the
time of the House is wasted in discussing
a motion of this kind. A larger Assembly
than this has devoted considerable time
to the discussion of the coloured labour

Iquestion. I refer to the Commonwealth
Parliament. In my opinion the coloured
labour question should be taken up in
every Australian Parliament, especially
in the Western Australian Houses. The
question should be taken up, however, not
only in the Legislative balls, but in
private homes as well. Surely every
person can see the degradation that will
come upon us if we allow these coloured
aliens to come to our shores. I do not
object to the alien simply from the wage-
reducing aspect: I oppose the alien from

Ia higher standpoint altogether, on account
of the risk of social contamination, which,
risk no hon. member can shut his eyes to.
That is why, as an Australian, I do hope
to see our shores kept free of the alien.
By no educational process, by no stretch

tof imagination, can you raise these aliens
so as to make them white men. The risk
of racial contamination is always there.
Unfortunately, I am sorry to say it and
I say it with deep regret, there are in our
land women who marry these aliens; and
what is the result ?

MR. DOHERTY: Hybrids.
MR. TAYLOR: A canary-coloured

population is springing up all round us.
I certainly say the time of the House is
not wasted in trying to avert that evil.
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I will speak on every occasion I am

permitted to do so in this House, in the
ineests of a white Australia. The

House should endeavour to assist, and
indeed to force, the Commonwealth Par-
liamnent to deal with the question. It is
all very well for people like the member
for York (Mr. Monger) to say that the
legislation introduced by the Labour
party does not stand on the very highest
pedestal. For my part, I believe that
when the members of the Labour party
have been in this House for as many
years as the member for York, they may
perhaps be able to initiate legislation that
will be a credit to themselves and to the
country. It must be admitted that a
man cannot be expected to enter the
House and start straight off as a practical
politician. The great danger to new
members is that of contamination in this
Chamber. New members may be con-
taminated in the same way as the Aus-
tralian race is by aliens, and so they may
be prevented from attaining that stan-
dard of legislation which they had set
before themselves when coming here. I
trust that such will not prove to he the
case with this (Labour) bench. As
regards the amendment, it will not get
over the difficulty ; it will not remove the
existing evil. There are many shops in
which a few hands are employed at the
minimum union rate; but alongside these
hands work a multitude of young, grow-
ing girls. These girls are not paid union
wages: they are working simply for
starvation wages. I do say this House
should give consideration to young people
who are unable to protect themselves.
I am surprised to see that so many mem-
bers, themselves rearing families -though
perhaps on a higher social scale-have
so little to say for other people who are
rearing families and ar e forced to put chi-
dren of tenderyearsitothielab~our mar-ket.

MR. JACOBY: You Cannot get them.
MR. TAYLOR: This amendment will

not overcome the evil. If it be passed,
farther legislation will he necessary; and
while we are dealing with the matter,
we should deal with it thoroughly and
endeavour to remove the evil once for
all. As regards the observations of the
Premier, with all due respect to the
hln gentleman, I think-if my memory
carries me back rightly-that he did not
address the electors of West Perth dumr-

ing his campaign in quite the same
language as he used in this House
to-night. [Lknova MEMIBERS: Hear,
hear.] Now, I do like a consistent man.
I have advocated before I ever came into
this House, and many years before I
ever saw this State, the legislation I am
advocating here to-night. I have all
along believed in a white Australia,
and I have all along advocated a, white
Australia without say reservation at all.
I have no fear of the alien's starving, and
I have no sympathy with him in his
starvation. I say that he should be Lent
back to his own land at the State's
expense. Send him back! That is the
proper thing to do with him, Do not
keep him here starving on our shores. I
am sorry we cannot send the hailf-castes;
back. They have a birthright here, and
we Cannot interfere with them. It is
from the racial Standpoint the House
should deal with the black labour question
and the alien question.

MR. JACOBY: We are not discussing
those questions now.

MR. TAYLOR: There has been a good
deal of discussion on them here to-night;
and the discussion, I am sorry to see, has
raised the ire of a number of gentlemen
on the Opposition side, and also of some
gentlemen on this side. But I go farther
than the member for Hannans (Mr.
Reside). He says that he does not alto-
gether oppose the aliens, provided they
work on union principles. I oppose them
tinder any conditions. I oppose the alien
in Australia, I repeat, not from the high-
wages aspect or from the low-wages aspect:
I oppose the alien because of the risk of
racial contamination. I know I may be
objectionable in doing so.

MR. J. RESIDE (in explanation) : I
wish to correct the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr. Taylor). I should like to
call his attention to the fact that there
ate two kinds of aliens-white aliens and
black aliens. I said I believed that as
long as the aliens work under the same
conditions as the white man, they should
be tolerated; but I said at the samie time
I was opposed to black labour.

MR. HOPKINS: Will you give your
ruling, Mr. Speaker, on that point of
order?

THE SPEAKER: There is no point of
order at all. The hon. member really
rose to explain something he had said.
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MR. RESIDE: I forgot to mention the
point of order. It is this. The question
before the House is not the question of a
white Australia or of black labour: it is
a question of wages in the tailoring trade.

MR. TAYLOR: I thoroughly under-
stand what is the question before the
House; but I think the Speaker will
bear me out that most of the members
who spoke to the motion and to this
amendment dealt elaborately with alien
labour. I believe it was on acount ofI
the black labour question that the Premier
rose to his feet the last time to make an
explanation, and to point out that it was
not a matter of black labour; and I
thought I would take the opportunity of
expressing my antipathy to this black
alien labour from a racial point of view.
But I still say that the member for
Hannans conveyed to my mind that he
was not opposed to alien labour so long
as that labour was paid a reasonable rate
of wages. I hope the time will come
when bon. members will, one and all, feel
the same as I do with regard to black
labour, and will remove it from our
shores.

MRt. HonIzxs: The Commonwealth
will soon do that.

ME. TAYLOR: We will make them i
do it.

MR. GORDON (South Perth): There
is such a to-do-About this Hindoo-
I should like to speak to-That we'll
never get through. The member for
Suhiaco has on this question adopted his
usual tactics: that is, he pretends nobody
knows anything about the question but
himself and those sitting on the Labour
bench with him. I should like to remind
the Labour members that they are treated
with due courtesy in this House.

MR. D)AGLISH: We are Under no com-
pliment for that.

MR. GORDON: And yet in nearly'
every instance they assert that other lion.
members do not know anything of the
questions discussed. If the Labour
members had their own way, if theyI
had their own style of legislation, I feel
pretty confident they would soon get
enough, and would choke themselves;
and I think they ought to thank this
(Opposition) side of the House, and in
fact all other members, for checking them
at times, and endeavouring to keep them
in the proper path.

LABOUR MEMBER: You are never here
to check them.

Ma. GORDON: I probably might
have been in favour of the amendment
proposed; but in this instance I side with
the great majority of the Labour party.
It does not suit them, and it does not
suit me. The motion aims at purely
unnecessary legislation. The Labour mem-
bers say they are going farther in the
matter. There is another phase of this
question which strikes me; that it might
do great injury to people who perhaps
have been well off at some time, say a
widow and her daughter-are they to be
comnpelled to go into a shop to work ?

MR. JACOY: They would not get
work.

ME. GORDON: Or let me cite the case
of a family in which the husband is ill,
and probably out of employment for a
little while. The mother and the
daughters can work, it ma 'y be, at tailor-
ing: are they to be forced to go into
the shops to work, when there is every
probability that when the husband gets
well, he will be able to maintain his
family in their former position ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: They will
get a fair price for their work. That is
the only difference.

MR. GORDON: How can you regulate
that priceP There is a " o" to-day
existing among the tailors, by which they
are willing to abide. Under it, people of
this class are willing to work; and I
maintain that such people should not be
pushed back for the benefit of the few. I
ani against the amendment, for the simple
reason that it seems to be quite unneces-
sary, and it has not satisfied the Labour
party.

MRt. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): I
simply rise to say I have pleasure in sup-

portn the amendment. I believe in the
introdugction of a minimum-wage clause
in Governnent contracts. But I rise to
explain to the bon. members sitting
behind (Labour bench) that the aniend-
meent proposed is to my mind quite
satisfactory, and goes far enough. I
cannot agree to the amendment proposed
by the member for Kanownta (Mr.
Hastie), neither could I for any possible
consideration give my vote to anything
worded a" was the original motion. I
should be sorry to see legislation go
through this House to provide that every
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mnan or every person should be forced into
a union, to be controlled by anyone. I
should allow every man to have his own
right and his ownl opinion in that respect..
It was purely for that reason I rose to
address these remarks to the House, and
to say that I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the amendment of the member
for the South-West Mining District.

MR. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): With
the exception of a, very insignificant
minority, I may say we are all in favour
of a white Australia; but I do uot think
that is the question before the House
to-night. Neither the original motion
nor the amendment has any bearing on
what is known as the coloured labour
question. For that reason I take this
opportunity of enterng a protest against
the manner in which, in every debate
conducted in this House, members run
off* at a tangent, and discuss all other
questions except the point at issue. I
intend to support the amendment, whilst
entering a protest against the way in
which legislation is being delayed, not
because of these abstract motions now on
the Notice Paper, but because of tile fact
that hon. members find it convenient to
get entirely away from the business before
the House.

MR. F. WALLACE (Mt. Magnet): I
intend to support the amendment of the
member for the South-West Mining Dis-
trict; and it was with surprise that I
beard the member for Hannans (Mr.
Reside) accuse the Premier of advocating
black labour. I had occasion to speak
to the member for Hannans on that
question, and he admitted that had the
Government supported this motion as
originally drafted, it would have dfined
the principle of discriminating between
unionists and non-unionists. 1 have so
much faith in trade unions that I believe
they are capable of looking after their
own affairs; and I am satisfied from what
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson)
Says that a coloured man, an alien, is
employed by, a certain firm in this town
to manufacture Government clothine;
aud the beon. member desires to secure
the removal of this man from that
clothing factory. At the same time, we
have so many Bills now on the Notice
Paper, and so much legislation has already
been enacted giving Unions and workmen's
associations auithority n, oe opo

tect themselves, that it is surely unfair to
ask this House to take time to consider a
question of discriminating between union
and non-union labour.

LABOUR MEMBER: This is a question
of a inimm wage.

MR. WALLACE: The minimum wage
question was certainly not introduced by
the mover. I am p~leased to bear he
accepts it, though I think reluctantly,
because he said he was Sorry the word
",union" wasl mentioned in his motion,
seeing that the word was galling to hon.
members. It would have been galling to
me to have had to oppose a motion
embodying the principle which was in-
tended to be embodied in this motion;
and I should certainly have had to oppose
it. I do not think it right for any
member to misrepresent another member,
whether the other be a Minister or not;
because in this case we are all pledged to
the total exclusion of Asiatic aliens, and
I agree that we are saddled with a great
number of these aliens whom it is
beyond our power to remove. The mem-
ber for Mount Margaret says he would
remove them whether the Commonwealth
will or not. I do not know how honl.
members will assist him in removing
them in the manner in which he would
like to have them removed. I think
the holl. member's method might be
described as " poinit-of-the-bayonet" legis-
lation; but I will assist him in removing
from any employer of labour the power
to employ alien labour as against our
own labour. And the question of sweat-
ing will, I think, be sufficiently dealt
with by the amendment of the member
for the South- West Mining District,
which amendment I intend to support.

MR. Rt. HASTIE (Kanowna): I rise
because several members have referred to
those who sit on the Labour bench as not
being satisfied with this amendment.
Some of them are not: personally, I am.
I believe this is the best amendment we
could carry,

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: It covers
the whole ground.

MR. HASTIE: It covers the whole
ground. When I proposed an amend-
ment Some time ago, it will be remem-
bered that I did it on the spur of the
moment; and I expressed practically the
same idea, although in very difterent
words. I sad,"t union rates of wages"
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and I take it that the miuim um rate
declared by the Government will be at all
events somewhat similar to the union
rate of wages. If the House be pleased
with that, then so far as myself andon
or two other Labour members are con-
erned, we are perfectly satisfied. There
is one other point on which I wish to
speak. Over and over again, lion, mew-
hems have asserted that this motion was
unnecessary, because unions can look
after themselves; unions can attend to
their own business and also to the
business of others. That statement is
not correct. The unions cannot do so.
Unionists can to some extent protect
their own interests; but they will never
be able to protect their interests, especially
in the clothing trade, if aliens, whether
Asiatics or Europeans, come here and do
a large amount of work. I take it hon.
members will try to prevent that; and
therefore I believe they will support this
amendment. Again, I should like to
point out that the mover of the motion
referred to the presence of one or more
Hindoos. He brought that forward
simply as an illustration; and also because
of the presumption that if one or more
Hindoos are employed, they in all proba-
bility are getting less wages than the
white man receives; and that., I take it,
is the only reason why the suhject was
introduced. However, as the House
seems to be of opinion that the amend-
ment proposed by the member for the
South-West Mining District will meet
the case, I trust we shall carry it on the
voices.

Amendment (Mr. Ewing's) put and
passed, and the motion as amended
agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS-REMARKS,

Tns SPEAKER: We have now been
discussing mot-ions for three hours instead
of two. Is it the desire to go on with
the motions?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I have
no desire to interrupt the discussion of
private members' motions ; but. with the
Speaker's permission, I would appeal to
the House. Hon. members know that I
have a great desire to get the Customs
Bill through, which is a matter of great
importance to this State. These motions
taey well stand over, and I think hon.

mnember-s will be with me in allowing the
Customs Bill, at all events, to puss before
we deal with any' farther private
members' motions. If the House be
with me I will take that permission. T
move that we proceed with the Orders of
the Day ; at any rate with No. 1.

Question put and passed.

CUSTOMS DUTIES (REIMPOSITION)
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous day.
Obtuse I-Certain Customs duties of

Western Australia to continue. in force:
THE COLONIAL TREASURER

(Hon. F. Jllingworrh): The passing of
this clause did not bind the Committee
or the country permanently. It would be
quite conpeteut for any miember to bring
the question of the tariff up at any time
during the next five years. A majority
of members, he understood, were pledged
to maintain, in their entirety, the pirivi-
leges granted under Section 95 of the
Commonwealth Act, the maintenance of
the sliding scale, and all benefits which
were granted under Section 95. There
was a feeling on the part of members, he
believed, to assist the Government in
getting the Bill through, as it was a
matter of urgency. If it was desired to
reduce any items on the tariff or to alter
the tariff in any particular, that could be
done later on. The position of matters
had been altered somewhat since last
night. The Federal tariff was to have
been placed on the table of the House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth
Parliament yesterday, but that *as not
dlone. As soon as the Federal Tariff
Bill had passed the Federal duties must
prevail and be collected; and if the
Federal Tariff Bill were placed on the
table of the Commonwealth Parliament
before the Customs Duties Bill was
passed, we should not be able to take
any action, and we shduld lose all the
privileges conferred by Section 9.5 of the
Commonwealth Act. The latest infor-
mation was that the Federal Tariff Bill,
uinder sealed cover, was on its way to
the various States, and, he p)resulmed,
would arrive here on Monday. The
Federal Tariff Bill would no doubt be
placed on the table of the House
of Representatives on Tuesday; so that
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he asked. the Committee to assist the
Government in getting this Bill so far
forward that, as soon as information
was obtained that the Federal Tariff
Bill had been laid on the table of
the Commonwealth Parliament, the
Governor's assent could be obtained to
-this Bill, and all the privileges under
Section 95 of the Commonwealth Act
would then be secured to lus.

Clause put and passed.
New Clause (suggested):
MR. J. L. NANSON: Could a new

clause be moved?
THE Snnz:AER A long amendment

such as; the one the hon. member had
handed in should be put on the Notice
Paper, but he did not say muembe-rs were
required to do that; still it was advis-
able. This was a, very important clause,
and hardly a member knew anything
about it, or bad seen it.

MR. NANSON:- The Bill had been
hurried on.

TuE SPEAKE: The hon. member was
not out of order in moving a new
clause.

THE COLONIAL TREASUER.-t If
the hon. member moved a new clause,
and it was carried, it would involve the
reprinting of the Bill, thus preventing the
measure reaching another place in time
to get the assent before the Federal
Tariff Bill was laid on the table of the
Commonwealth Parliament. It would be
quite competent, at any ti me while Parlia-
ment was in session, to move any mnotion
of the kind the hon. mnember wished, or
to bring forward aitm amendment to the
Customs Duties Act. What we desired
to do was to keep our own tariff alive. If
that was not done we should not be able
to make any amendmnents. The mnoment
the Federal Tariff Bill was laid on tie
table of the Comnmonwealthm Parliament
our tariff died;- but as to altering our own
tariff, that was always within the control
of Parliament, and members could reduce
any items or alter the tariff as they liked.
The hon. member had shown him (the
Colonial Treasurer) the substance of the
new clause it was desired to move, and it
seemed to be a good clause, but it was
not at all iecessary, and not desirable,
to insert the provision in the Bill. The
leader of the Opposition would agree with
him that it was mnost important to take
advantage of the powers granted by

Section 95 of the Commonwealth Act, so
as to keep our own tariff alive.

Mu. J. M. Hopx~Njs: What time was
Iat our disposal ?

*THE: COLONIAL TREASURER-.
The Legislative Council had adjourned in

*consequence of the funeral of the late
Hon. H. Lukin, and it was a question
whether the Council would sit to-morrow
evening.- The Melbourne time was two
hours in advance of ours, and unless we
could get the Bill to the Council by
Tuesday, the Federal tariff would be laid
on the table of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, and we should be prevented from
obtaining the privileges under Section
95 of the Commonwealth Act. He did
not want to hurry legisltion-it was the
last thing he would do; but we should
keep faith with the people to whom we
had pledged ourselves to retain the
privileges under Section 95 of the
Commonwealth Act. If this Hill could
reach the Legislative Council on Tuesday
it could be passed, and the Governor's
assent obtained the same day.

Mr. 3. J. HIGAna rose to speak.
Tue Snnn:R. Was the hion. member

going to make any motion, because there
was nothing before the CommitteeV

Mn. J. 1. NAN SON: If he did not
press his proposed new clause, was there
aniything to prevent his bringing it
forward in the form of a Bill next
week?

Hou. F. H. Pmusses: It would be
necessary for the Government to intro-
duce such a Bill.

Tax SPEAKER:. A private member
could not introduce a Bill iomposing taxa-
tion.
iTirE PRE~miR: The proposal was to
r-educe tarxation.

Mit. NANSON: The Government were
unwilling to bring forward the clause,
which lie wished to propose as a separate
Bill, and it appeared that he would be
unable to do so himself.

Ta aPREMIER: The bon. member could
do so.

THE SPEAK.ER:" A private member
could bring forward a. Bill to reduce
taxation, but not to impose taxation.

Mn. NANSON said he would take the
sense of the Committee on his proposed
new clause now. If the Committee chose
to th row it out, lie would still have his
chance later on.

Customs Duties Bill. in Cow=ittee. 1141
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Ma. A. J. DIAmoND: Postpone the
question and bring it up next week.

MR. NANSON: Would the Govern-
ment introduce the proposal in the forin
of a Bill ? if so, he would postpone it.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: If
the hion. member proposed the new clause
now and it was rejected-and the feeling
of the House seemed to be in that direc-
tion - he could Dot bing forward the
proposal in the shape of a Bill next week.
If one read the tone of the committee
aright. members were prepared to pass
the Bill as it stood.

Ma. NAN SON : If the new clause were
submitted now and lost, would he have
an opportunity of bringing the proposal
forward in the shape of a Bill later on?

THE SPEAKER: If the new clause was
put to the Committee and rejected, the
beon. member could not bring it forward
in the shape of a Bill later on.

MR. NANSON said he would not
move the new clause, but would bring
forward a motion asking the Government
to introduce a Bill containing the pro-
posal.

MR. HAS8TIE rose to ask the Treasurer
a question.

THE SPEAKER: The honl. member could
not do that; there was nothing hefore
the Committee. When the question was
stated, that the Preamble standc part of
the Bill, then the blln member could
speak.

Preamble:
MR. HASTIZE: Clause 1 authorised

the collection of customs duties on goods
imported within the limits of the State.
Section 95 of the Common wealth Act
provided that we might collect duties, if
they were already imposed, at a higher
scale than the Federal tariff, on goods
from outside the States; and why should
that not be definitely statedP It was
not provided for here. The Treasurer
must have considered the point, and one
wished the hon. gentleman would explain
the position we should ho in by Passing
this clause as it stood, without referring
to outside goods at al.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: If
we passed the Bill, things would be just
where they were at present. We should
have a tariff in existence, and then we
should have the rights given under
Section 95. Section 95 gave us the
power, if we so desired, to collect on the

basis of the Western Australian tariff now
existing on all goods that came from
other States, and were not imported from
outside. Whatever our powers were
under Section 95 (and there was a dispute
as to what those powers really were),
theyv would be retained, if we passedl the
present Bill through; but we should
certainly lose the power of the first portion
of that section if we did not pass the
Bill. If we did not pass it, we should,
on Wednesday morning, be in the position
of being, under the control of the Federal
tariff absolutely, without any help or
assistance from Section 95. He thought
the point the hon. member desired to
question was whether the latter part of
Section 95 compelled us to collect duties
on the higher scale. He thought it did.
Here was an instance in which it would
do so. Take Warrenheip, whisky: im-
ported into our State the duty would be
16s. a gallon; whereas the Victorian
tariff was 12s. 6d. If the Federal Par-
liament adopted the latter rate, say
12s. 6d., we could collect on Warren-
heip whisky 16s. a gallon; and if
we charged Ifis. on Warrenheip whisky,
the latter portion of this section would
compel us also to collect 16s. a gallon
on Scotch whisky. That applied to any
goods manufactured in the other Sta~tes.
With reference to other goods that came
from foreign States, the Federal tariff
prevailed. If they entered f ree into the

1other States they would enter free into
this, and if the Federal Parliament
decided to put a duty of 3d. or 6d. per lb.
on tea or 2d. on sugar, we should have
to impose such duties on these goods,
which were now introduced free into this
State.. This was intended to prevent any
preferential duties on the part of Western
Australia. His reading of this section was
not exactly the same as that of lawyers in
thelHouse. He had not consulted the
member for Claremont (Mr. Sayer), but,
the member for Notb Murchison (Mr.
Moorhead), the member for East Perth
(Hon. W. H. James), and the Premier
(Hon. 0. Leatre) held that this was the
hearing of the clause. When he first
read the Act he held that this applied to
all goods, but the legal gentlemen said it

Ionly applied to goods kindred to those
that camne fromi the other States.

MR. W. F. SAYER (Claremont): As
he understood, we had power to impose,
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during the first five years, duties on
goods which were imported from the
other States of the Commonwealth, as
distidguished from goods which were
imported from beyond the Commonwealth.
We had no power to impose duties
on goods imported from beyond the
Commonwealth. The duties imposed on

goods iiported from other States in the
Commonwealth were reducible year by

year. We had lost, absolutely, the right
to impose duties on goods imported from
abroad, for such duties could only' be
imposed by the Commonwealth. We
should not be able to obtain calicoes or
any other article from Englaud or foreign
countries, at a lower tariff than the tariff
prevailing in the Eastern States.

MR. J. Li. NANSON: In Victoria,
calicoes for manufacturing purposes were
admitted free, and it was probable that
under the Commonwealth tariff they
would be admitted free. In our own
State, the duty on calicoes for that
purpose was 10 per cent. If the
Commonwealth tariff came into operation,
should we in this State be able to charge
10 per cent, for calicoes admitted for
manufacturing purposes, or would they
come in f ree, the same as into other States ?

THE COLONIL TREASURER: They
would come in free.

MR. SAYER: If we were going to
retain a 10 per cent. duty on the inter-
State article, we should have to charge
10 per cent. on the same kind of article
imported from outside the Common-
wealth.

THE COLONIAL TREASURXER: If
the hon. member were getting woollens,
the ansi~er would be diffe .rent; but
cottons were not made in any of the
States of the Commonwealth, and conse-
quently they came in free. If calico
came into other States free, it would
come into this State free; and if the
duty were five per cent., it would be five
per cent, all round. In regard to woollens
and tweeds, tweeds were manufactured in
two or three of the Stat+es, at Geelong,
for instance, and if our duty on Geelong
tweeds were 10 per cent., we should bave
to charge 10 per cent. on tweeds coming
into this State from outside the Common-
wealth. And if tweeds were admitted
free in the other States, which they were
not likely to be, they would be admitted
free here.

MR. J. J. HIGHAM: According 'to
Section 90, when the uniform tariff came
into force all the States which joined in
the Commonwealth would have to accept
the uniform tariff.

MR. GARDINER: No. 'See Section 96.
MR. HIGHAM: Never mind Section

95-we knew all about it. According to
Section 90, when the uniform tariff came
into force the whole of the States joining
in the Commonwealth had to accept the
uniform tariff.

MR. JAcony: What happened under
Section 956?

MR. HIGHAM: There was a special
preference given to Western Australia
under Section 96, but what did it amount
to ? That we might re-enact duties on
goods imported from the States, and not
originally imported into those States. We
had to accept the tariff as it was, with
the exception of the intercolonial goods,
and it was just as well to realise that.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:
The hon. member was perfectly right.
The Federal tariff prevailed the moment
it was laid upon the table. Section 95
only gave us a limited privilege. It was
unnecessaxy for us to discuss what Section
95 gave us. What we had to discuss
was as to retaining our rights under
Section 95, and the Bill the Government
were introducing was simply to retain
those rights. We could pass a motion to
bring in a, new Bill and say this or the
other could be altered just as we pleased.
With regard to those particular privileges
wecould either usethem allorpartof them,
or modify them in any way we pleased.
We should be wide of the mark in
discussing what might happen under
Section 95. That section was not before
the House, and in any case could not be
altered. We had to see that whatever
privileges were given us by Section 95 be
retained by passing a Hill which would
keep our tariff alive.

MEt. GARDINER: Section 95 rather
looked like a machinery section. At first
it had appeared to him7 necessary to insert
farther provisions in the Bill; but after
looking the matter up he was not sure
that they were necessary.

Question put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
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-STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

On motion by, the COLONIAL TAn-
SURER, Standing Orders suspended to
allow of the Bill passing through the
remaining stage.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

EXCESS BILL (1899-1900).
SECOND READING.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. Illingworth), in moving the
second reading, said: This Hill is of
ancient date. Hon. members will find it
numbered 17 on the list of Bills. The
purpose of it is to confirm certain
expenditure incurred in the year 1900 ;
but it is not the Usual Excess Bill which
comes before the House. For some reason
which I am not able to explain, the former
Government did not bring in this Excess
Bill last year; and as a consequence, it
falls on the present Government to intro-
duce the Bill. T can say that I know
simply nothing about it, the expenditure
not having been incurred during the
present Government's term of office. The
only thing I can say in favour of the Bill1 is
that it is a much smaller one than we have
had in former times. I need only explain
to hon. members that this Bill simply
places before the House and aks the
assent of tihe House to certain expenditure
which the Government of the day thought
was necessary for various works. Form
"J," which means the expenditure of

moneys on works never authorised by
Parliament, will be found very prominent.
Form "I," which will also be encountered,
refers to money expended on works
authorised by Parliament, bitt expended
in excess of the amount authorised by
Parliament. Then there are certain other
cases of excess expenditure under the
various autborisatious. There is no use
my trying to explain to the House what
I myself do not understand. I know
nothing at all about the matter. All I
can say is that the money has been spent,
and that the auditors confirm the expen-
diture. It is all ancient history, and the
less said about it the better. The Bill
purposes to confirm the expenditure of
.£167,509 6s. 10d. as set forth in Schedule
A, and the expenditure of the sum of

£28,294 Os. 5d. as set forth in Schedule
B. The one amount is from general
revenue and the other from loan funds.
I move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. J. GARDINER (Albany):; I
trust that the present Government will
give us an assurance that we have done
for all time with these Excess Bills, and
that for the future such expenditure as
it may be necessary to incur shall be
incurred by the authorisation of Parlia-
ment alone. When the figures run into
such large sums as are shown in this Bill,
it. is time for Parliament to stand on it's
dignity and assert its right to control the
expenditure of public funds.

OPPOSITION MEMBER: The Colonial
Treasurer says this Excess Bill is for a
very small amount.

MRt. GARDINER: I do not care
whether the amount he large or small: I
object to the principle. Certain sums
here have 11o right at all to appear in
an Excess Bill. Of course, one does
not expect to see in the Bill a grant
of X2 Is. 8d. to the South - West
Mining District, but neither does one
wish to see lens of thousands of pounds
in this Bill. Surely Parliament does
not propose to permit Excess Bills to
go on for all time! The Colonial Trea-
surer states that this Bill is all ancient
history, and that consequently we must
pass it. I take it that the House will
insist for the future that the Government
shall have authorisation for, at any rate,
the larger portion of its Excess Bill, and
that the Government shall not come down
eighteen months or two years after ex-
penditure has been incurred to ask hon.
members to pass it.

MR. F. WILSON (Perth): I quitAe
agree with the remarks which have fallen
from the mnember for Albany (Mr.
Gardiner). I think we ought to do Some-
thing to show our disapproval of the state
of things disclosed. Perhaps the Message
ought not to betadopted. We might turn
the Ministry out of office for this l~xcess
Bill. It appears that one hundred and
sixty odd thousand pounds has been ex-
1wnded, and that we cannot help ourselves
but must pass the Bill. The Colonial
Treasurer says he knows nothing at all
about the items, and does not in fact
understand the Bill. If he does not
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understand it, how on earth can he expect
bon. members to understand it ?

THE COLONAL TREASURER H on.
members are not expected to understand
it: they are expected to pass it. That is
all.

MR. HopKiNs: You are not accused of
understanding it.

MR. WILSON: Joking apart, I would
just like to say that ever since I have had
the honour of filling a seat in this House,
I have protested against these Excess
Bills.

THE COLONIAL TRzASURER: Hear,
hear.

MR. WILSON: During the late
Administration, it was a common thing to
have Excess Bills for £500,000 brought
down-Excess Bills for expenditure from
loan money and revenue up to £600,000
and £2700,000. We protested and we
fought hard against them, and I believe
with some good result-the result that
the present Bill has come down to about
£160,000. The Colonial Treasurer says
he does not understand the Bill ; and I
suppose he does not understand it, seeing
that the expenditure lid not take place
under his rdgirne. Under the circum.-
stances, some member on the other side of
the House ought to give us an explanation.
The member for Northam (Ron. G.
Throssell) might do so; or the leader of
the Opposition, who was in office during
the time some of this money was expended.

ThE COLONIAL TREAMURER: He has
run away.

MR. WILSON: Somne explanation is
due to the House as to why the votes
passed were so largely exceeded. The
Colonial Treasurer would be doing right
in adjourning the debate in order to give
the lion. members I have referred to an
opportunity of explaining themselves.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER:

This Bill was not the present year's
Excess Bill. It referred to excess expen-
diture for the preceding financial year
ending 30th June, 1900. There was
nothing for its but to pass the Bill: no
good would result from debating it.

Mn. WILSON: Had the Colonial
Treasurer received an explanation from
the departmental heiAt as to the reason

*why this Excess Bill was not introduced
last yearP Was it prepared to be intro-
duced ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
explanation given to him by the Under
Treasurer was that the report of the
Auditor General was not furnished to the
Government in time to allow of the Excess
Bill being introduced.

31n. WILSON: Was the report of the
Auditor General prepared on the Excess
Bill for the year ended June last ?

THE COL:ONIAL TREASURER: The
Excess Bill had been prepared, and it was
the intention of the present Government
to bring it down this year, whether or
not the Auditor General's report was
ready.

MR. F. CONNqOR: The Excess Bill was
now here?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Not
the present Government's Excess Bill, for

*they had not been in office long enough to
build up many excesses. Nevertheless, it
wa's simply impossible for any' Govern-
ment properly to estimate the whole of
their requirements. The difficulty was

*overcome in New South Wales by passing
a Suspense Vote of, say, £100,000, which
was placed at the Treasurer's disposal.
This, he hoped, the present Government
would be able to do here. But then hon.
members must not demand what would
be found in this BiDl, such, for instance,
as the grant to the Dental Board. He
had been long enough in office to know
how such grants were procured. Adepu-
tation, headed say by the member for
Perth (Mr. F. Wilson), waited on the
Treasurer and made a powerful appeal,
pointing out the qualifications of members
of the board, and the beneficial work they
did on behalf of the State.

MR. WVILSON: With that deputation
lie had not attended.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: NO;
the hen, member's name had been used
as an illustration ; but the bon. member
had recently introduced the Phannaceuti-
cal Society, which had asked for £21,000.
In reply to these deputations, the Minister
made a promise of, say, £0100, which, in
the absence of parliamuentary' authority
for its payment, must be provided by
Form J. In New South Wales, a. fixed
sum was placed at the disposal of the

ITreasurer for unforeseen expenditure, and
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for the portion of that vote used the
Treasurer had to account.

MR. TAYLOR; Did Porn J still exist?
THE: COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes.

It was the oniy power the Government
had in certain emergencies. Form J had
not been used by the present Govern-
ment except for two purposes: oue, to
fulfil the promises of the former Gov-
ernment, which could not be honourably
overlooked, and the other to antici-
pate votes which this House would pass.
When the expenditure represented by
such votes had been passed by Perhma-
ment, Form J would to that extent dis-
appear. The Government were not using
Form J1 as it had been used in the past;
though, towards the end of the year, that
might have to be done.

MR. F. WILSON: The Minister said
the excess expenditure was due to deputa-
tions to the Treasurer, asking for grants.
But in the Bill was an item of £64,000 for
railways principally, another of £60,000
for incidental expenditure, another for
the destruction of wild dogs, another
of £9,000 for sending a military unit to
South Africa; so the bulk of the expendi-
ture was not the result of deputations to
Ministers, and to say so would cause a
wrong impression throughout the country.
Apparently the cause of the excesses was
under-estimating by the different public
departments. The Bill appeared to be
principally composed of under-estimates.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: And un-
foreseen expenditure.

MR. WILSON: An under-estimate
was unforeseen expenditure.

THE COLONIAL TREASURE: Not
always.

Ma. WILSON: The New South Wales
system would be preferable, for there was
no limit to our Excess Bills. Some three
years ago, a Bill for £2800,000 was
brought down; yet Parliament, and not
the Glovernment, were supposed to control
the expenditure.

Mn. J. L. NANsoN : The conduct of
the New South Wales finances was in-
finitely worse than ours.

MR. WILSON: Not in the matter of
excess expenditure. If the Treasurer
were granted power to overdraw up to
£9100,000, he could not spend more.

Mx. JkcoBr: Supposing he did?
ME. WILSON: He could not.
ME. JACOBY: Yes; by Form J.

Mn. WILSON: Abolish Form J and
Form 1, and introduce an overdraft form ;

I and if the Government exceeded the
overdraft, put themn out of office at
once.

ME. J. GARDINER: The Treasurer
had suggested the adoption of the New
South Wales system; and, as the Esti-
mates were to be brought down almost
immediately, it would be wise to make
the departure without delay. Abolish
Forms J and I ; and if the departmental
Officers under-estimated their expenditure
to Suchl an extent as £64,000, dismiss
them, and employ men who understood
their business. This system would be
infinitely better for the Treasurer. He
could, in r-eply to a deputation, shelter
himself behind his limited aut-borisation.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): The last speaker
appeared to throw the blame for under-
estimating onl the departmental officers.
That was a fallacy. For the under-
estimating, the Workis Department officers
were not to blame. Hitherto, the Esti-
mates had been cut down, not by the
department, but by the Colonial Treasurer,
who had often acted without knowledge,
or without regard to the responsible
officers, thus causing a great number of
apparent under-estimnates. Presumably, a
public works policy would have to be
pursued, as in the past; and to under-
estimate such works enabled the Govern-
ment to put forward a most attractive
programme, while the reckoning had not
to be paid until after that programme
produced its effect. He was doing his
best to prevent this at present. Any
cutting down that had to be done was
done in the department; and if the
Treasurer stated the estimate of any work
was too high, the estimate was not
reduced, but the work wholly out out,

Ileaving the other items as originally
estimated. Regarding Form J, it was
practically impossible to abolish it at
present. For instance, we were in a sort
of interregnum between the end of the
financial year and the passing of the
Estimates. It was inadvisable and impos-
sible to restrict the expenditure of public
money to the time dur-ing which Parlia-
ment sat. The expenditure must be
spread over the 12 months.

MR. WILSON: There was an Appropri-
ation Bill.
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
That was a general authorisation: the
Estimates alone gave specific authoris-
Wton. It was scarcely possible to bring
down the estimates so soon after the close
of the financial year to do away altogether
with Form J. As far as hiA department
was converned, Form J was only being
used for works which the Parliament must
pass, works which had to be paid for out of
general votes. Specific works, as far as
possible, were not being constructed bky
the use of Form 3, unless of real urgency.
It was absolutely impoxssible to utterly do
away with Form 3. No Government
could look into the future, and things
would crop up which were unprovided
for. This difficulty must be met, and
there was no other way of meeting it
except by Form J. To a Government
which had unlimnited. power, and had no
need to be careful, Form 3 was a danger-
ous allurement, and the blandishments of
Form J in the past. had not been without
effect. This O-overnme. t had to be par-
ticularly careful that these blandishments
should be met with a stern front.

Mn. J. GARDIN ER: It was pleasing
to hbear from the Minister for Works that
there would be no excess expenditure so
far as his department was concerned; and
seeing that the Minister for Works was
acting for the Commissioner of Railways
during that gentleman's absence, he would
like to bear some assurance that in connec-
tion with the Railway Department there
would be no excess, because he found
in the Bill a total of £C63,935 excess
expenditure for the Railway Department
for salaries provisional and temporary.
Would anyone say to that extent the
expenditure wa~s unforeseen.

TnE COLONIAL TRIEASURER : There
might he an increase of traffic.

Mn. GARDINER: If the Committee
were satisfied that each department could
show an Excess Bill of over £963,985 on
the salary list, he was satisfied that we
should find before long that matters
should be placed on a business-like basis.

Mx. F. WILSON -. Form J was a
warrant for expenditure under the Minis-
tee~s hand. There was no need to per-
petuate the need for that warrant, if an
appropriation of say £50,000 were pro-
vided on the Estimates. There must be
some warriat for the expenditure, but
those warrants should not exceed in the

aggregate the sum set aside for such
purpose.

Mm. J. M. HOPKINS: Each member
was desirous of entering his. protest
against Excess Bills of magnitude. If
a contingency vote up to £200,000 or
eveni £250,000 were provided, we should
expect the Colonial Treasurer to keep
within that rote. One could not see
any particular reasona for the enormous
am~ounts in excess of the votes for the
departments: evidently the methods of
calculation were defective. No one would
say, it was reasonable to allow the present
state of affairs to continue, because there
was no limitation.

Tni COLONIAL TREASURER: The
information he had received was that the

1officers sent in correct estimates, but as
the correct estimates totalled a larger

Isuni than the Treasurer had at his
disposal, the Treasurer cut down the
estimates. That being the case, in all
criticism we ought to keep out of our
minds any blame on the officers and as to
their estimates. He might have to cut
down the estimates himself yet, because
the two ends inust he made to meet and
they did not meet at the present time.
There were a, good many things which
could not be foreseen; for instance, there*

Iwas a large sum for the military contin-
gents to South Afrnca, X8,331 L7s. t6d.:-
no Government could foresee that expen-
diture.

MR. G-. TAYLOR: The Government
were not going to spend more money in
that direction.

Tus. COLONIAL TREASURER:
There was a general feeling that some-
thing should be done, and the Government
must take the responsibility of spending
the money. There ought to be a limita-
tion to the Excess Bill, and the only way
was to fix a sum beyond which the
Treasurer should not go.

Ma. GARDNERa: Put an amount on
the Estimates.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: A
change could not be effected without a
Bill being passed, he thought.

Mat. WALLACE: The greatest com-
plaint members had against the measure
was that we were asked to pass a Bill two
years of age. The Colonial Treasurer,
without ainy apparent anxiety, said that
there was another Bill of a year old to

Ipass. This showed how members in.

-Exceirs Bill: in co'mmittee.
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Horerer had their eyes blindfolded.
Hopbed the Government would not

allow themselves to he found in such a
predicament in the future. It was useless
for members to talk about this Bill, as
the money had been spent. He agreed
with the members for Perth and Albany
that it would be better to give the
Colonial Treasurer a lump sum: then
we should k-now, even if the Colonial
Treasurer was extravagzant, the extent of
our liabilities. The Minister for Works
had said that Form J could not be done
away with. If members had been allowed
a voice in many of the items on
the Excess Bill there would net have
been half the excess expenditure we
were now met with. If the Colonial
Treasurer had a lump sum of £2100,000
to play with, then we should know
to what extent we were liable. There
was an item on the Excess Bill of
£700 for the expenses of a delegate to
London in connection with the Common-
wealth Bill. That was a small item, but
how many members would have voted for
that expenditure had the opportunity
been affordedP And the result of the
visit of the delegate had been nil.

Ma. IF. CONeOR: That was not a com-
pliment to the present Bench.

MR. WA-LLA.CE:- The Minister for
Works had pointed out how the excess
expendituare in the diftecent departments
had been brought about.; and it was
pleasing to hear that the fault could not
be placed to the departmental heads: it
was the fault of the Colonild Treasurer in
pruning the votes indiscriminately. An
excess of £22,000 had to be granted in
connection with the Fremantle Harbour
Works.' He would like to have -a farther
lpromnise that Form 3 would be abolished,
and that the aut of £100,000 to meet
urgent needs, such asr gratuities, hospital
votes, anld so forth, be allowed - the
Colonial Treasurer.

Mu. TEESDALE SMITH:- From the
remarks made, one would imagine tha-t the
Treasurer and the Ministers had used the
money themselves. The Ministers had
made the best use of the mnoney, and
although a sum of £9800,000 might have
been spent, no member would say that the
Ministers or the Treasurer had used the
money for their own purposes. The
Minister for Works assured the House
that Form J could not be done away

with: then what would be the use of a
limit of £100,000?

Two MINISTER FOR MINES: A
Bill of this sort should hiirdly be allowed
to pass without comment The silence
in which the Bill was being received on
the Opposition side was very noticeable.
This was a6 pretty Bill, two years old,
asking the Committee to authorise the
expenditure of over £190,000 that had
been spent Wvithout the authorisation of
Parliament.

Ma. F. CoimNOn: Who was bringing
the Bill in ?

THiE MINISTER FOR MINES: It
had to be broughit in to auathorise the
expenditure:. the Auditor-General must
have the authorisation.

MR. F. CoNNon:- The present Govern-
ment would be in the same position.

THEg MINISTER FOR MINES :. Not
to the same extent, he hoped: the Govern-
went would take care of that. He hoped
nothing of this kind would occur again,
no mater how strong the Government
were. There ought to be some explan-
ation from those who were in power at
the time the excess expenditure was
incurred, as to why the Hill was not
brought down sooner, and some ex-
planation should be given of the large
amounts authorised, which were dis-
cireditable id disgraceful. Titere was
ample time last year to bring down the
Bill, when mnembers would have had an
opportunity of discussing the items. If
there was a"y necessity for expenditure,
and we were in at proper position to discuss
suh expenditure, Bills should be brought
before us at an early stage, and Parlia-
mieat should have a chance of saying
whether it was proper or improper.

Mu. RAsoN: The Minister for Mines
was responsible for sonie of the items,

TanR MINISTER FOR MINES:
Would the bon. member tell h im one?

Mu. RAsoN : Public baitteries, Mount
Margaret.

THEo MINISTER FOR MINES: When
a, member of Parliament got work done,
one assumed that the Minister who
expended the mnoney had the authority of
Parliament to expend it. He hoped that
such a thing as th is would not occur in the
future, and that Parliament would exer-
cise s very strong hand in regard to any
excess of expenditure.. He hoped also
that farther explan~ation would be givena

[ASSEMBLY.) in 0011intillee.



Excess Bill: [25 SEPTEMBR, 1901.] in Committee. 1149

by those who had control of the finances
at the time.

MR. M. H. JACOBY: The discussion
had gone far enough, and he was rather
surprised that the Minister for Mines
wvished to waste the time of the House
upon expenditure that occurred two years
ago, and could not now be altered. The
Minister tried to father the expenditure
upon the present Opposition side of the
House; but members on the Opposition
side were not responsible for such expen-
diture, and did not wanitto know anything
about it. We had to deal with the present
and not the past, except that we were not
going to copy the mistakes of the past,
but avoid them. He refused to have
fathered upon him the mistakes of the
past.

MR. W. B. GORDON: Form J
would be supported by him, and the
.Government ought to get anything they
'wanted. The discussion which had taken
place, principally on the Ministerial
benches, led him to the conclusion that
those gentlemen in the past had not ful-
filled their duty.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Oh, yes;
they had.

MR. GORDON : They admitted that
when the expenditure was going on they
sat in Opposition, and they never- had the
brains to get to the bottom of it.

MR. F. CONNOR: It was unique for
a Bill to be brought down on the "Minis-
terial side of the House, and for Ministers
to get up and abuse members on the
Opposition side for not opposing the Bill.
If the business of the country was to go
on, let this Bill pass. It was not right
for members on the Treasury benches to
criticise their own Bill, and try' to cast the
onus upon people in the Opposition
because those people would not oppose
the measure which Ministers brought
down.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
expenditure was not that of the present
Government.

MR. F. CONNOR: If there was no
opposition on this (the Opposition) side
of the House, where was the necessity
for a Minister to get up and try to creat e
acrimonious discussion ? The Minister
for Mines was one of the greatest sinners
in connection with this particular vote;
but he did right when he was that sinner,
because the money was for the purpose

of developing the mining industry. That
gentleman asked thd Government to give
votes which were not warranted or given
by Parliament. [A MEmBER, No.] That
gentleman asked the Government to give
votes towards establishing public batteries,
and the Government gave. those votes,
and were right in doing so, thus helping
to develop the resources of the country.
In that they set an example to the pre-
sent Government.

TaE MINISTER OF MINES: Parliament
had authorised the expenditure.

MR. F. CONNOR: Not fullyv.
THE MINISTER FOR, MINES: Yes; they

had.
MR. F. CONNOR: The Ministerial

side should endeavour to get things in
order, and not blame people on the
Oppositiou side who were honest in their
enideavours in trying to get the work of
the country put through.

MRt. A. J. DIAMOND: The Treasurer
asked us to pass a Bill for excesses
incurred up to the .30th June, 1900, and
he told us that these excesses should be
avoided in future. One agreed with
the doctrine, but a very Unnecessary
amount of eloquence had been used in
the direction of showing the sins com-
mitted in the past. No one would accuse
him of having been an advocate or
defender of the late Government, but a
Government must have beeni more than
human, and almost divine, if it could
have met the emergencies of those occa-
sions in a better way than' that in which
they were met. The business of the
country was increasing from month to
month by leaps and bounds, and no mere
human being could have anticipated the
expenditure of the country. If another
Golden Mile broke out in Western Aus.
tralia, during the next recess, the gentle-
men now occupying the Treasury benches
would also have to exceed their expen-
diture by several thousands of pounds.
As to the increase of expenditure on the
railways, any business man who knew
anything about the increased traffic knew
that the expenditure was to a very large
extent justified. The tonnage coming
through Fremnantle was almost doubling
monthly, and if the archangel Gabriel
had come down and taken charge of
the Railway Department, he could not
have anticipated the enormous increase
of expenditure necessary to meet the
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increased traffic. Let us get this through,
with a clear understaiiding that in future
such expenditure must be avoided as far
as possible.

Clauses, schedules, preamble, and title
-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
DEATH OF HON. H. LUKIN.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. Iulingworth): It is the wish of
many members to avail themselves of the
opportunity of attending the funeral of
the Hon. Henry Lukin to-morrow, and
the members of another place have
decided to take that course. For that
reason I now move that the House at its
rising do adjourn until half-past seven
o'clock p.m. on Thursday.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 14 minutes

past 10 o'clock, until the next evening.

iLeffzlatibe 1szeor tIbp,
Thureday, 26th September, 1.901.

Question: Railway Water, Cost at Geraldtn-Ques-.
tion: Assembly, Ministerial Supporter,, a Room
Wanted -Papers presented-Excess Bill, third
reading (debate)-Motion P erth CJommonage, Fest
Simple not to tbe Amendments- debate
restumed, adjourn -Adjournmient.

The SPEAKER took thle Chair at 7830
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WATER, COST AT
OERALDTON.

MR. 9t. D. HUTCHINSO'Nasked the
Commissioner of Railways: What was
the cost of providing water for railway
purposes at Geraldton during the year
1900.

THE PREMIER (for the Commissioner
of R1ailways) replied; Thle information

is not available at so short a notice. It
is suggested that a return be asked for.

QUESTION-ASSEMBLY. MINISTERIAL
SUPPORTERS. A ROOM WANTED.

MR. A. E. THOMAS asked the
Minister for Works: Whether Minis-
terial supporters can be provided with a
similar room to that occupied by the
Opposition members.

THE MI1NIST1ER FOR WORKS re-
plied: It is regretted that, owing to the
congested state of the central public
buildings, it is not possible, at present,
to provide the accommodation asked for.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER! i, Report of Gov-

ernors of High School for 1900-1. z,
Suprmeq Court Actions connected with
Mining Accidents, particulars of the
House dated 18th September, 1901
(moved for by Mr. A. E. Thomas).

By the MINISTER FOR WORKS: Report
*on Trial Surveys for extension of Owen's
Anchorage Railway to South-Westerni
line.

Ordered to lie on the table.

* EXCESS BILL (1899-100).
THIRD READING.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. fllingwortls) moved that Pill lie
read a third time.

HON. F H. PIESSE : It was a muatter
of regret that he was not present last
night when the second reading took place.
Had he been present, he would probably
have been able to ascertain from the
Minister in charge of the Bill, whether

*this was the Bill referred to by the
Premier in his Queen's Ball speech. The
Premier then referred to ain Excess Bill
which it was intended to bring down, as
he then stated, in the course of a few
days, a Hill involving an expenditure of
£2500,000. If this was the Bill referred
to, thle total of this Bill was very much
under the amount then stated. In fact,
an Excess Bill could hardly be brought
down in the course of a few days; so it
appeared that the present Bill must be
that which the Premier had, then in his
mind. Oin referring to the Bill, it was
seen that its amount was only a little
over X20,000, and was not about
£500,000, the amount indicated by the


